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TO THE 


BAPTIST DENOMINATION | 
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WAS A HIGHLY DISTINGUISHED 


MINISTER, | | 


AND ESPECIALLY TO THE 


)EVONSHIRE SQUARE, LONDON, 


THIS WORK | 
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ESPECTFULLY AND AFFECTIONATELY 
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DEDICATED, 
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AS } PRESENTE G | PATTERN OF PIETY AND INTEGRITY 
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AUTHOR, 
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CHURCH 
OF WHICH, FOR MORE THAN. SIXTY YEARS, HE WAS THE 
| EMINENTLY USEFUL PASTOR, | 
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| | 
PARTICULARLY TO THE RISING GENERATION | 
| 
AMONG THEM, 
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Sir Whittington, it is when a | 
and very poor, | was running away from London, but 
thinking that he heard “‘ Bow bells” say, “ Turn again, 
Whittington, Lord Mayor of London!” be came back, 
and, after a variety of wonderful adventures, actually 
became thripe chief magistrate of the mera of 
England.* 

~The ssh lls in the life of Mr. William Kiffin are 
not less wonderful ; as we at one time find him a run- 
away apprentice, poor, and destitute of friends ; and 
at another raised to an high pitch of dignity, selected 
and specially appointed by the King to Pret: over 
_ the interests of the same great city. 

But in the history of Mr. Kiffin there is no pairs: 
-dibility—no romance. His mind, at the period first 
referred to, was arrested by a conviction of the i im- 
portance of religion, and acting under its influence, the 
principles of integrity, industry, and economy, which 
he had learned from it, led him to accumulate wealth ; 

and this introdaced him to stations of honour and dis- 
tinction in the world. 

That he should have maintained Pin  domatetadal of 
the Christian character in the midst of so many snares 
mi temptations, is a proof of the power of godliness 

mind from being conformed to the 


M06, and 1610. 


| > 
| 
| 
‘ 
i | 
é 
¥ 
; 
i 
j 
a 
‘ } 


vi PREFACE. 


‘The singular and trying scenes which 
he passed, in the course of less than thirty years of his 
long life, having been sometimes ‘suspected of treason 
against kings, and at others conferring obligations even 
upon those kings, reminds one strongly of similar events 
in the scripture histories of Joseph, David, Mordecai, 
and Daniel; whilst, it is pleasing to add, that his 
afflictions of a political kind, arose from a similar cause 
with theirs, —‘ matters touching the law of his God.” 
“Whether the publication of these memoirs will excite 
interest in the public mind, is not for the author to. 
conjecture, He thinks it highly probable, that had the 
facts contained i in them been dressed up in the style 
of religious romance, they might have proved more 
acceptable to the admirers of ‘No Fiction,” and — 
“No Enthusiasm,” or of “ Happiness : a Tale for the 


_ Grave and the Gay.” It should seem as if the human 


mind was so fond of extravagant delusions, that rather : 
than not find aliment on which to feast, it would prefer — 
having the gravest facts transformed into the gayest _ 
and most ridiculous tales! It is more than likely, had 
the celebrated De For published the adventures of | 
“« Alexander Selkirk” as history, though adorned with . 
the wit and elegance which his pen would have sup- 4 
plied, it would not have been read by one in a thousand 
_ who have perused with the deepest interest the tien 
of ‘ Robinson Crusoe.” 

The author of this work 


that he is not without hope, that his labours in publishing - 
it may be rewarded by its proving | a check, in some 
“measure, to what he considers a wide spreading evil in 
the present day: dressing up religious sentiments in — 
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themselves half believe the divine discoveries and eter- 


of, the facts related. 


PREFACE. 


if: the native infidelity ofthe human 
_ heart in the rising generation; and tempting them fo 


conclude, that even ministers of the gospel! do’ not 


nal realities of the glorious gospel of the blessed God. 
‘That this Memoir will tend to inspire in the minds of 


youth an ardent love of civil and religious liberty; the 
_ writer can scarcely doubt; and that it will make them — 
thankful to God that they live in the nineteenth centary, 
under the patriotic government of a Protestant prince 


of the house of Branswick, he the fullest oon- 


The manuscript from which the icin is chiefly com- 


= was lent the author in the year 1810, for in- 


in his History of the English. Baptists, by the 
eH Frost, of Dunmow, in Essex, a lineal 
descendant of Mr. Kiffin, and a relation of the gentle- 


man who signed the following memorandom in the first 


page of it, which proves its genuineness and authen- 


The following short account of my great, on 


; father, William Kifhn, was wrote by himself, in his advanced 


year, bearing date 1693, and was copied by myself sh bis own 


a here in London, March, 1764, 


“N.B. The original wes then in the hands of my unele Coun- 


‘The author has made no piri 


occasionally altering an obsolete or unsuitable word, 


and sometimes. changing the form of a sentence, The 
additions he has made from other works were for the 
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viii PREPACE. 


His vdacration for the of Mr. Kita, and 


his perfect agreement with him in all his religious 
and political sentiments, led him to undertake a. work 
which deserved to have been earlier executed. Hav- 


- ing published separate parts of the manuscript before, — 
in his History of the English Baptists, he considéred — 


to appear, and in a connected work. . Respecting the 
work; hedfeels as: Mr.:Robinson, of Cambridge, did, 


_ when he published the fifth volume of Saurin’s Ser- 


mons: ‘1 say nothing of the translation, it does not 
become me. Let those who can, do better. Envy of 
this kind Ihave none.” 

To the blessing of HIM, ie was able to make a 
| few loaves and fishes feed a large multitude, and who 
condescended to regard with approbation the mite cast 
into the treasury of God, the author commits this 
little work ; praying that himself and it may be accepted 


by HIM, who was graciously pleased to “ accept Abel 


and his offering ;” because presented in the faith of 
HIM, who is “ the altar that sanctifieth the giver and 


gift. ” 
i January 2, 1823. 


| 

| 


‘Inc of the late Rev. W. Orie: of Cam- 
berwell, having published «‘Remarkable Passages in the 
Life of William Kiffin,” about the time when this volume 
was prepared for publication, I laid it by, lest it should 
appear to be anbandsome towards that worthy minister. 
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some of these. be 


so very ‘ remarkable,” as to have concluded (whimsi+ — 
cally enough, to be sure, ) that the late Sir Walter Scott 


Hy bad hin He 


says, ‘The appearance of ‘ Peveril of the Peak,’ 
confirmed my determination to publish. The attentive 
reader of that work who may deign to cast his eye over 
the following pages must be strack with various,points 
of resemblance between its puritanical: hero, Major 

Bridgenorth, and the honest and venerable William — 
Kiffin. Both belonged to the same class of religious 


professors,—both made considerable fortunes during 
the period of civil dudgeon—both exercised their 


talents in the field and their gifts in the church—and 
both were the subjects of heavy domestic. misfortunes 
—involved in religious persecution, or in the calamities 
of political intrigue. Here, however, I must stop. 
Bridgenorth is a caricature, the creature of fiction, and 
designed to ridicule either the profession, or the weak- 
nesses of religious persons. Kiffin is a real character; _ 


“possessing, it is true, a few peculiarities, but embodying 


the substantial excellencies of Christianity, which the — 


author of the Scottish novels seems idle: of 
estimating. | 


While I the to whioh Mr. 


Orme was entitled, for publishing the entire manuscript, 


I complain of his baving merged the pastor of a Bap- 
tist church in the London merchant. It is trae Mr. 


| Kiffin was a merchant, but it is also true that he sub- 


ordinated his commercial employments to sai ministe- 


Introduction, page iv. 
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the following remarks from the. introduction to Mr. 


Orme’s work. ‘‘He must ee 


mating happiness, who does not regard with satisfactiot 
‘the composure, the firmness, the resignation,. and 
religious comfort of William Kiffin, as exhibited in 
these memorandums. And I desire not to envy the 
feelings of that man, who can read the account of his 
grandsons without exclaiming, ‘ Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and Jet my latter end be like his’ = 
Tam aware of the great difficulty of 
person who knows nothing of the peculiar enjoyments 
which belong to a life of hope and conformity to the 
will of God ;—that the noiseless, purifying, and I add, 


rational bliss of religion, is far preferable to the intoxi- _- 


eating and short-lived joys of this world. By such, — 
the merry cavalier will always be.preferred to the | 
solemn Puritan ; and the dashing, swearing Sir Geoffrey _ 
will have many more admirers than the grave and virtuous 
Bridgenorth. Nothing less than the power of the great | 
Teacher himself can convince men of the truth and impor- 
tance of his own declaration-—‘ Whosoever drinketh of _ 
"this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of 
the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the — 
water that 1 shall give him shall be in him a well of — 
water, springing up into everlasting life.’ || 
__ Kiffin and his grandsons found the gospel to be the 
péwer of God to salvation while they lived—and expe- _ 
rienced its strong consolations when they came to die. It 
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of the same Lille do equal justice to their hae 


ence, and obtai 


| at last their glorious and inteeniinable 


results.’’* 


Having latel ‘re-perused my manuscript, I have re- 


| ‘ solyed now : present it to the church of Christ ; and 


especially to that section of it, the denomination to which _ 
‘Mr. Kiffin belongéd, because I feel myself } laid under k 
strong obligations to endeavour by every means in my 


_ power to promote its spiritual prosperity, . Indeed, 1 
feel as though I could not die happy without doing) so; 


as I consider Mr. Kiffin to have been one,of the most 
extraordinary persons whom the denomination has pro- 
duced, both as to the consistency and correctness of 
his principles and the — of his gin and reli- 
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| CHAPTER I. | 
1616—1632. | 


Mr. Kiffin bien 1 616—Plague in London, from which he is pre-_ 

served—Deprived of his parents—Robbed of his property—Put 
apprentice—Runs away from his master— Hears: the ‘Puritan 
ministers, the Rev. Messrs. Foxley, Norton, Devonport, Moline, 


Mr. Kiffin attends the Rev. J. Goodwin’ 
ed with some pious apprentices—Attends the Lord’s-day morning — 
lecture at St. Peter’s, Cornhill and Christ-church—Agree to spend — 
an hour together previously for prayer, &c. &c.—Becomes a Non- | 
conformist—Joins an independent church—Commences preaching | 
Is persecuted—Becomes a Baptist—Remarkable anecdote—Is 
committed to the White Lion prison—Lord Brook his friend— 
Singular deliverance — Baptists brought before the House of © 
Lords—Four peers attend worship in a Baptist congregation— 
_ Mr, Kiffin disputes with Dr. Featley on the subject of baptism— 


i 
Mr. Kiffin of the 


physician, Dr. Trigg—Goes to Holland on a mercantile adven- 
ture, which succeeds—Devotes himself to his pastoral charge— 
Engages a young man asa partner in trade, and resumes his mer- 
cantile pursuits—Becomes rich, but not by public places or pub- 
lic lands— Navigation act—Had no special favours either from the 
or | the Baptist of Faith— 
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Increase of the Baptists—Mr. Kiffin abused by Grangrena Ed- 
wards—Writes to Edwards—Abused by Ricraft—Mr. Patient his 
co-pastor—Disputes with Dr. Grew and Dr. Bryan at Coventry— 


! Persecuted for opposing infant baptism—A lieutenant-colonel in 
the London to in > 26-28 


CHAPTER 
Mr. Kiffin by General Monk before the but 


relieved by the Lord Mayor—Protests against Venner’s ‘rebellion 
| —Apprehended upon a charge of treason—Appears before the 
Privy Council—Chief Justice Foster—Exposes the letter on which 
~ he was apprehended as a forgery—Committed to prison as a dis- 
_ senter—Opposes the monopoly sought by the Hamburgh Company 

_—Examined before a Committee of the House of Commons, and 
the Privy Council, the King being present—His danger and ide-_ 
: liverance—Lord Clarendon his particular friend—Procures the 
_ pardon of twelve Baptists at Aylesbury —A pprehended ona charge 


~ of high treason—Defends himself before the Duke of Buckingham 


| —Discharged by the Privy Council without payment of fees—His 
- house ransacked by soldiers—Amusing anecdote—Conclades the 
re first part of his Memoirs—Serious address to his children as to the 
of religion—Remarks—Anecdote of Charles II, 
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CHAPTER V. 
-1670—1680. 


Mr. Kiffin re-commences of 
His second son poisoned at Venice—Overthrows the informers— 
Death of his excellent wife—Resists successfully the payment of 
penalties—Bill of Indulgence—Baptist ministers sent to prison— 
Mr. Kiffin suspected of being connected with Lord William Rus- 
sell—His son-in-law tried for his life—Base designs to entrap 
him defeated—Death of Charles I1.—His grandsons, the Hewlings, 
join the Duke of Monmouth—His interesting account of thelr 
_ imprisonment, behaviour, happy deaths—His remarks—Conduct 
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1684— 1688. 
Mr. Kiffin opposes the King’s dispensing seb Wcbediabia made to 
{ntroduce Popery—City of London disfranchised—Anecdote of 
Mr. Kiffin and James I1.—Appointed an alderman—Attempts to _ 
evade it—Is compelled to accept it—A lderman of the Ward of 
Cheap—Arbitrary conduct of the King—Discharged from his office 


CHAPTER VII. | 


| | 1688—1701. 
Mr. Kiffin and his ditch’ build a meeting house in Devonshire 
- Square—His co-pastors—Conclusion of his manuscript—Death of 
his son Harry and grand-daughter—Anecdote—His déeath— 
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WILLIAM 
CHAPTER 
1616—1632. 


id of them that sought me not.”—Isa, Ixi. |. 


| fo 


THE time nike Mr. Kiffin lived, as well as the 
ro 


igh which he passed, and the various im- 
portant sta ions which he sustained in commercial, mer- 


 cantile, political, and religious society, will afford interest 
to this narrative! His life will comprehend a period 


commencing with the reign of James I., and ending fifteen 


years after the Glorious Revolution in 1688 ; consequently 


embracing the events of the governments of Charles I., 
Oliver Cromwell, James II., and William I1.—As these 


memoirs too, will be chiefly compiled from his own 
the eminence of his religious character, 


affording a pledge of its faithfulness, the reader may rest 
assured that he will not be amused by fiction ; but be led 


into a discovery of the wonderful providences of God 


towards one ni his humble, ohedinnt and most useful 
servants.* La | 


| 


* The family of the Kiffins appear to have come righeafly from 

Wales, where the name signifies a borderer. — 8 Hamer itd the 

House of Cromwell, vol. ii, p, 
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| THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 


The opening scenes of life to Mr. Kiffin were chequered 
and stormy. Like as when the morning becomes suddenly 


overcast with clouds, portending the gathering of a‘ storm, 


which soon bursts on the trembling inexperienced voyager, 


Sweeping away at once his protectors and companions ; and 


driving the vessel upon some rock or quicksand: thus” 
leaving the astonished youth a shipwrecked mariner upon 


a foreign shore, amongst an inhospitable people ; whose 


seeming pity and officious attentions, are but the harbingers 


of selfish peculations, and barbarous robberies. 


The first eminent providence,” says Mr. Kiffin, 


S| observed from the Lord towards me, was when I was 


nine years of age, in the year 1625. The great plague in 


that year, in the city of London, swept away my relations, 


who at the time of their death left me with six plague 


"spots upon me, so that nothing but my death could be | 
looked for by all that were about me. But it pleased God 


of his great goodness to restore me; and being in the hands 


of such relations as remained alive, I was by them taken 
care of, although they sought their own advantage by it ; 
and possessed themselves of what was left me. After- 
_ wards failing in business reece, I ever could enjoy 
but very little thereof. 


*« When I was thirteen years of age, in thi lees 1629. ) 
I was put apprentice to a very mean calling, in which I 
continued till the year 1631, without any sense of the 


great deliverance I had received from the hand of God. 
But at that time, being in my fifteenth year, I began to 
consider the condition I was in, as to my outward estate; 
and growing melancholy, I one morning very early, went 
away from my master, although without any just cause 
given byhim. Wandering up and down the streets, as I 


passed by St. Antholin’s church, I saw people going in, 


which induced me to return and 6° minister, 
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account of his labours and in the Lives 
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LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. r 


Mr. Foxley* w preaching upon the Fifth Conedisitiiiens: 
and showing the duty of servants to masters, which made — 


"me greatly wonder, as I thought he had known me, and 


was preachi only to me. This had an effect upon me, 
which — me immediately to return home to my 


in: me a eal to hear some more of them, 


whom they Puritan ministers. 


Soon after I heard Mr. Norton,+ who at 
place in the ornings, upon that text, Jer. lvii. 18. There 
ith my God unto the wicked. In this sermon _ 
hat true peace was, and that no man ¢ould — 


is no peace 
he showed 


t obtain it without an interest in Jesus Christ: These state- 


ments made @ great impression upon my heart ; as 1 was 
conyinced I had not that peace, and how to obtain an 
interest in Jesus Christ I knew not. This occasioned great | 


perplexity in my soul. I every day saw myself ha and 


+ 


Mr. Thomas was a pious a at 
St. Martin’s in the Fields, and endured grievous persecution from the 
intolerance of Laup. He was kept a close prisoner in the Gate-house, 
ina chamber not four yards square, for the space of twenty months, 
without pen, ink, or paper, or the access of any one of his friends, 
except his wife, who with the utmost difficulty obtained leave to visit 
him during a season of extreme sickness. By this imprisonment he 
was ruined in his circumstances ; his wife and four small children being 
exposed to misery and want. He was set at liberty by the Long Par- 


liament in 1640, and in 1644 was one of the witnesses against Laud at 


his trial. He was after this a popular minister in London.—Brooks’ 
of the vol. iii. p. 497. 


+ Mr. John orton was a very and useful 
Refusing to conform he went to New England in 1635, and was in the 
utmost danger of being lost upon his passage. He laboured for seven- 
teen years at Ipswich in New England, and at the death of Mr. Cotton 
succeeded him at Boston. He died April 5, 1668, aged 57. (Seean — 
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THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 


more sinful and vile: pray I could not; I thought myself 


shut up in unbelief; and although I desired to mourn 


under a sense of my sins, yet I saw there was no propor- 


tion in my sorrow suitable to that evil nature which I found 
- working strongly in my soul. I only took up resolutions 


to attend to the most powerful preaching, which accord- 
ingly I did; by means of which, | obtained many times 
some relief from the belief of a possibility that’ <a 


_ Standing my sinful state | might at last find mercy. . 


took up resolutions to leave off sinful practices, 
although to will was sometimes pepotait, yet pow to 
perform I had.no power.” | 

This ingenuous statement of the means by which | 
young Kiffin’s. mind was first brought to a sense of his : 
guilty and lost condition as a sinner against God, leads one 


to admire the riches of the divine goodness, and the 


abundance of sovereign mercy towards this “ chosen 
vessel.” One trembles to think of the precipice to which this — 
run-away apprentice had arrived, when at the perilous age 


_ of fifteen or sixteen, discontented and melancholy, destitute 


of parents or friends, he was strolling through the streets 
of a corrupt metropolis, miserable and hopeless. But for 
the tender mercy of God guiding his feet into the way of 
peace, and to the house of prayer, he might have formed 
associations which would have gradually led him on from 
sin to sin, until he had become a terror to himself, and ' 


_ curse to society. What an illustration this of what Ezekie 
_ terms “ the time of love,” by the compassion shown to- 


wards a helpless infant, cast out and left to perish. So true 
is it, as to the providence of God, towards the election of | 


_grace—I am found of them that sought me not have | 
made myself manifest towards those who red not 
after me: I said Behold me, behold me, to a nation that | 
was not called by my name. Isa. lxv. 1. The The inspired 


Jude, thus expresses the sentiment—Them. 
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THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN: 


are sanctified by God the Father, preserved in Orie 
Soous, and called. Jude, | | 
Mr. Kiffin thus proceeds,—“ It God thad after 
some time, I heard Mr. Davenport,* in Coleman-street, 
upon that text, 1 John i. 7. And the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin. He showed the 
efficacy of the blood of Christ both to pardon and cleanse 
from sin ; and answered many objections that the unbeliev- 
ing heart of man would make against that full satisfaction 
which Jesus Christ had made for poor sinners. I found 
_ that many of those were such as I had made in my own 
heart :—as the sense of my unworthiness, and. willingness 
to be better before I would come to Jesus Christ for life, with 
many others of the like kind. This sermon was of great 
satisfaction to my soul. I thought I felt my heart greatly | 
to close with this riches and freeness of grace which God 
_ held forth to poor sinners in Jesus Christ. I found my fears 
to vanish, and my heart filled with love to Jesus Christ ; 
| saw sin viler than ever, and felt my heart more abhorring it. — 
| SST soon after heard Mr. Norton upon that text, Luke i 3 
69, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in 
the house of his servant David. He proved in the sermon, 
that Jesus was y with and 


John is called in Mather’s History of New Bhgland, 

p. 52, “ Our holy and famous Mr. John Davenport, one of the most. 
eminent Puri of those days. He was of Brazen-nose College, 
Oxford, and 2 the degree of B.D. He was an universal scholar, 
and his greatest enemies acknowledged him the best of preachers. The 
_ ablest men about London were his nearest friends. In 1683 to avoid 


- persecution he gaye up his parochial charge in Coleman-street and 
Here his objecting to. the promiscuous baptizing of 


children led to his being removed from the English Church at Amster- 
dam, Returning to London he with others obtained the patent for the 
Massechusett's Colony. He arrived in America in 1687, Hein his 
Old age, 1667, accepted a call to the Church at Boston: and died March 
15, 1670, aged 72. The Indians i in his ne mae MRS used to call him 


"So big stady 
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ability to save his people: my faith was s now ebtelstinaty = 
strengthened in the fulness of that satisfaction which Jesus _ 
Christ had given to the Father for poor sinners, and was 
_ enabled to believe my interest therein. Now I foundsome _ 
- ability to pray and to meditate upon the riches of this grace, — ‘ 
so that I could say with David, when I awake I am still 
with thee. 1 found the power of inbred corruption weak- 
ened, and my heart on fire with holy love to Christ : and an 
being young, and knowing little of the deceits of my — i 
own heart, | thought I should never find the power and 
strength of sin and corruption rise in my heart any more ; 
and did much wonder when I heard ancient Chris- 
tians so much complain of the strength of sin and corrup- 
tion that they daily found in their own souls. In thisframe __ 
of peace and rest I continued for nearly three months; _ : 
rejoicing in the grace of God, and was ready tosay that © 
by his favor he had ane my mountain so strong _ Hy ak 
should never be moved. 
A new storm my soul. Sle 
_ the comfort and peace I had enjoyed, I thought the power of - 
inbred corruption so broken within me that I should never 
have found it prevail over me any more. I began to find 
“my confidence in God abate, and my comforts to lessen, 
and the motions of sin to revive with greater strength than 
ever in my soul ; so that in every duty I performed, my _— 
heart was so carnal that duties were a burden to me, andby | 
reason thereofI was a burden to myself. My comforts were 
gone, and in all the duties of religion I was as a man that 
had no strength; yet I durst not omit the performance of 
any, having some secret hopes that the Lord would not 
-- utterly cast me off in displeasure, although my fears were 
_ stronger than my hopes. I was daily questioning oes 
all that formerly was enjoyed by me, might be any more t 
such a taste of the good word of God, and the powers of ral 
world to come, as those had experienced who yet fell away- 
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Many w ks I continued in this 
ing all things to myself, being ashamed to open the state 
of my mind to any. At last, being in the company of | 
some Christians who were talking about the least measure 
of true grace ; I understood them to say, (although in- 
deed it arose from my mistaking their meaning) that the 
least measure of true grace was for a man to know he had 
grace. I therefore presently drew this conclusion, without 
any further examination, that I was then the person who 


had no grace. 1 was hereby confirmed in my former dark 


thoughts, that all my enjoyments were but mere flashes ;_ 
which greatly increased my sorrow, and the distress of my 
soul which pressed me down exceedingly ;—and surely 
had not the Lord been gracious to relieve me in a little 
time, I must have sunk under the burden. 

“But it pleased his Divine Majesty to give 
relief, for about a week after, having an opportunity, I 
went to hear Mr. Moline, who preached at the church by 


| London-stone. It was a preparation sermon to the Sacra- 
ment, and in the beginning of his discourse, he laiddown © 


this proposition for truth: that to prepare a man fora right 
receiving the Sacrament, it was absolutely necessary he 
should have grace, and the least measure of grace was 
sufficient, and he then fell upon the question, what was 
the least measure of grace? But before he proceeded to 


answer the question, he proved that for a man to know he 
had grace could not be the least measure of grace, buta 


very large degree of grace, being a reflect act of grace, 


“&e. :—he then gave several characters of the least measure 
of true grace, &e. I greatly wondered within myself 


to hear him fall upon that subject which did so 
greatly and particularly concern me ; and also found some 


small beginnings of those signs of true grace in my own 
soul which he had laid down to be such. | This wonder- 


| my again, to give 


| 


3 4 
> 
} 
> 
2 
¢ 
| 
4 
, 
‘ 
4 


| 
| 
| 


THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 


sme some itrength to depend upon his grace more 
had received for many weeks before ; my resolutions were 
now strengthened to follow God, and to wait upon him in 
every duty : whatsoever at the last, his pleasure might be 
| towards me. It pleased God too, greatly to encourage 


me from two scriptures which were with great power 


_ brought to my thoughts. The first of these was, Isa. xxx. 


18, Therefore will the Lord wait that he may be gracious 
unto you, and therefore will he be exalted that he may 


_ have mercy upon you ; for the Lord is a God of judg- 


ment: blessed are all they that watt for him. Meditating 


: | upon these words filled me with astonishment: :—that the 


| | great God of heaven and earth should reckon himself 
exalted to show mercy to poor sinners, and to encourage 
“ sueh to wait and not be discouraged ; and from this consi- 
- deration, that he was a God of judgment, and knew the 
fittest season to give in what a poor soul waited for. The 
“other text was Isai. 1. 10.. in which he that walketh in 
_ darkness and has no light, isexhorted to trust in the name 
of the Lord, and to stay himself upon his God. This 
tater scripture it pleased God to make very useful to me, 
especially reading Mr. Thomas Goodwin’s* book on the 
jentdects entitled, “A Child of Light walking in Dark- 
ness.” By means of these two scriptures, it pleased 


God to deliver me from those temptations of casting off 


waiting upon God, in the use of all means, which had for- 
_merly assaulted me. 

“ But yet, I was ready to run to my own 
‘I mean, to expect something in myself by which I might 
obtain er ery over sin, and venture to believe in 


Dr. Thomas a very Independent 
founder of the churches in Lime-street and Fetter-lane. He attended 
Oliver Cromwell upon bis death bed. He died February 23, 1679, in — 

the 80th year of his age. (See Wilson's History of Dissenting 
Churches ; vol. ii. 220, 429.) | seis | 
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Christ for al . Under the influence of these thovigiota; 


in hearing the best and ablest ministers, I 


still found them pressing the necessity of a deep humilia- 
tion by the law as the only way God took to convert a ; 
-sinner. I was the more convinced they went right by 
reading Mr. Hooker’s book of the Soul’s Preparation for 


Christ, so that I concluded that I had never experienced 
those deep convictions ; and therefore that I surely had - 


such ar dwelt very long with me. I had now 

arrived at the age of seventeen years, and was resolved to 

make a further search into my own heart, and to neglect 

no opportunity of hearing the word: by means of which 

I found many ‘supports from the Lord. 
“ At the end of the year 1632, it pleased God tailing | 


Mr. to I uppa his 


* He was Norfolk, a Fellow of Queen Cam- 
bridge, in 1617, Granger says “‘ he introduced Arminianigm among the 
Calvinists, and that he was a man by himself: was against every man, 
and every man against him.” *» As he publicly defended the execution 
of Charles L., it is wonderful he escaped after the Restoration. It is 
a little singular that Mr. Kiffin should have afterwards recommended a 
work, which Mr. Goodwin had been the occasion of producing ; ; this 
was Mr. Samuel How’s sermon entitled, ‘ “The Sufficiency of the 
Spirit’s teaching, without Human Learning ; ora Discourse tending to 
prove that Human Learning is no help to the spiritual understanding 


of the Word of God.’’ The anecdote respecting Mr. Goodwin and 


Mr. How is thus recendel by Mr. Wilson, in his History of the Dis- 
senting Churches, vol. iv. page 136. ‘‘In the year 1639, Mr. John» 
Goodwin, Minister of Coleman-street parish, had made an observation 
that was designed to enforce the necessity of human learning for those 
who undertook the office of preachers. To this it was answered that 


to preach the Gospel there was no necessity for human learning, of 


which Mr. Samuel How was a sufficient example ; and that if Mr. Goodwin 
would send him a text he should hear him preach from it. This was 
accordingly done, and Mr How preached from 2 Peter, iii. 16. As 
also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things ; in which are 

some things hard to be understood : which they that are unlearned and | 
unstable Se. Mr. Goodwin who heard was far 
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ministry nd found it very profitable. Delivering. his judg-— 
ment about the way of God’s dealings in the conversion of 


sinners, he showed that the terrors of the law were not of 


— to be om to prepare the soul for Christ, 


ion being satisfied with it, as appeared by the ludicrous observation 
which he made at its conclusion ; ‘ye have made a calf, and danced about 

it.’ In the fashion of those times, Mr. Goodwin was desired publicly to 
prove his assertion, or in other words to show how Mr. How had per- 
verted the Scriptures ; but this it seems he declined. It was determined — 
by Mr. How’s friends that his sermon should be printed ; but if we are 


- to believe what one of them says, Mr. Goodwin took a singular method 


to prevent it. He says that Mr. Goodwin possessed such an influence 
over the London press, that Mr. How could get no one to print it for 
him, so that he was obliged to send it over to Holland to be printed. 
In an edition of the sermon before me, there is a postscript written by 
Mr. Kiffin, who thus speaks of Mr. How: “ Having been acquainted 
with the author before his death, and tasted the Spirit of light which God — 
had more than ordinary poured out on him, by which he was enabled to 
minister seasonable words, to the refreshing of many weary souls; and 
also to contend against those corruptions and inventions which men 
have brought into the worship of God, raging like the mighty waters — 
against all the servants of God which opposed them in the same ; I 
mean the powers which ruled in that day, the weight of whose perse- 
cutions this author, while he lived, had his share, and when he diex 
they would not allow him what they called a Christian burial: th 
fore his friends were obliged to lay his body in the highway, of whom 
I may say ‘ the world was not worthy.’’’ That eminent man, Mr. 


Roger Williams, founder of the state of Rhode Island in America, 
calls him “that eminent Christian witness, and prophet of Christ, — 
* even that despised and yet beloved Samuel How, who being by calling — 


_acobbler, and without human learning, which yet in its place and 
_ sphere he honoured ; who yet I say, by searching the Holy Scriptures 
| grew so excellent a textuary, or scripture-learned man, that few of those 
_ high Rabbies, who scorn to mend or make a shoe, could aptly or rea- 
 dily, from the Holy Scripture out-go him.” * 


The body of Mr. How having been refused interment in the et | 


_ yard of Shoreditch, was interred in St. Agnes-la-Clear. Mr. Williams, 
inthe sermon before mentioned, says, “ being attended with many 


hundred of God’s people ; though forced to peak a bed in the highway, 
| his burial was honourable.”’ 


It ts certain that neither Mr. Kiffin nor Mr. Williams undervalued 
The Hireling Ministry none of Christ's, London, 1652. 
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and tendency of them, 

soul further off from Christ ; answering very many objec- 
tions and scriptures by other ministers to prove 
the contrary. This was of great use to me, so far as to 


satisfy me, that God had not tied himself to any sach way 


of converting a sinner ; but according to his good pleasure 
took several ways of bringing a soul to Jesus Christ. I 
: had for some time seen the want of Christ, and believed 
that it was by him only I must expect pardon ; and had 
also seen the worth and excellencies that were in him 
above all other objects ; so that I now felt Ps | soul to rest 
upon and trust in him. me 
_ These various and faithful exercises eer young Kiffin 
endured, arose from his ignorance of the nature of faith 
in the record which God had given of his Son, that 
eternal life is in his Son, for all who hope in his 
mercy and depend upon his atonement. It is evident, 
however, that these convictions were very much in- 
creased by the injudicious manner in which the subject 
had been represented by some, of whom he thought highly 
_ as ministers of the Gospel. To make any degree of con- 
viction of sin, a qualification for receiving Christ, or a 
measure of grace, even though it were the least degree of 
grace, essential to the exercise of faith and hope, would 
‘necessarily increase the darkness and misery of his mind, 
and encourage the self-righteous feeling of his heart, to go 
- about to establish his own ea RUSS rather than to 


| 
literature Me the public ministry, Ma they would doubtless was 
despised the opinion of Mr. Goodwin, that it was absolutely necessary 
. in order for any one to be able to preach the Gospel. The following 
—_ appear in the title page of Mr. How’s Sermon:— _ | 
, How? How now? hath How such learning found, 
To throw Art’s curious image tothe ground; = — 
Cambridge and Oxford may their glory now — 
Veil 1 a Cobbler, if they knew but How.”” 
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submit: himself to the righteousness of No sooner 
was he convinced that Christ was the end of the law for 
righteousness, and that repenting sinners were’ encouraged 
to trust in the righteousness of Christ, and that it was “‘ to 
him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly,” that the righteousness upon which the sinner 
trusted was ‘“‘ imputed to him for righteousness,” than 
~ Mr. Kiffin found that thus “‘ believing, he entered into rest ;” 
| and being “ justified by faith he had peace with God | 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” He now found, that the 
law which worked wrath was answered by looking to 
_ Him who had been made a curse for all who believe in his 
name ; and that the sin which dwelt in him was crucified 
_ through faith in the sacrifice of Christ, who had made an 
end of sin and brought in an everlasting righteousness ; he 
found too, that pardon, and peace, and holiness were the 
- fruits of righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ. His 
example affords a satisfactory instance of the importance 
_ of evangelical statements as to the way of salvation, and © 
of the happy and blessed influence of those principles on 
the mind of awakened sinners. This was the blessing 


Paul sought so_ardently for the Romans—Now the God of — 


. hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye might abound in hope os the power of the vi 
Rom. | | 
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CHAPTER II. 
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1632—1641. 


| 
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‘¢ The he in judgment: ae meek will he teach his 


IN A i 1632, Mr. Kiffin attended constantly the 
ministry of the Rev. John Goodwin, who was vicar of St. 
Stephen, Coleman Street. This minister not being a very 
strict conformist, soon felt the power of the protestant-— 


popish A chbishop Laud, who ruled the English church, and — 
the subjects of the king, with arod of iron. In the account |, 


given by his Grace, of the state of his province in 1637, 
Mr. John Goodwin, viear of Coleman Street, is mentioned 
among qthers as having been “ convened fora breach of 
the canons, and as having submitted himself.” | 
It was not probable that Mr Kiffin, who now felt the 
value of the gospel, would be satisfied to continue long 
connected with a society whose minister would consent 
to receive any part of the discipline of the church of 


Christ from mere human authority ; and therefore it is not 
wonderful that he should at length come out from among 
- them, and resolve to take his lot with the ating) gt and 


despised dissenting Puritans. 


ed with several young men that-diligently attended the 
means ; to whom it had pleased God to make known 


much of himself and his grace. These being apprentices | 


as well as I, had no opportunities of converse but on the 


Lord’s-days. It being our constant practice to attend the 


‘morning lecture, which began at six o’clock, both at [St. 
Peter's] and we to 
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About this time,” [1634] says he, “I 
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_ fying me they rather despised my youthful years, shewing 
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4 meet thgether an hour before, to spend it in prayer and 


communicating what experiences we had received from the 


Lord to each other; or else to repeat some sermon we 
had previously heard. After a little time, we also read 


some portion of scripture, and spake from it according as it 


| pleased God to enable us. In these exercises I found 
very great advantage, and by degrees did arrive to some 
small measure of knowledge, finding the study of the 
a scriptures very pleasant and delightful to me: which I 
tI attended to as it pleased God to give me opportunities. 


“Mr. Davenport, Mr. Hooker, * and others leay- 


sing the kingdom at that time, in regard they could 
not conform, put me upon examining the grounds of their 
conduct, For this purpose I furnished myself with al- -the 
books and manuscripts I could get, which upon perusing, 
comparing what I read with the scriptures, I found that 
God was always very jealous of his worship, and had left 


many examples of his severity when any had added any 


_ thing thereto; as in the cases of Nadab and Abihu, Lev. x. — 
2, and of Uzzah touching the ark, 2 Sam, vi. 6. Being 
- myself very weak, and finding many able ministers that 
did conform, I applied myself for satisfaction to those I 


judged the most able. But I found that instead of satis- 


more passion than reason, And yet those very men, some 
——- 


bie, “the Light of the Wes- 


tern churches, the renowned pastor of Hartford Church, and pillar of 


the Connecticut Colony in New England.” He was, before his leay- 


Ing England, a minister at Chelmsford, in Essex, but was obliged to 
_ velinquish it because he was not in all things a conformist. To avoid 


the Star Chamber, he fled to Holland ahout 1682, and became minis- 
terto the church at Rotterdam. In 1688, he escaped from persecution 
by going to New England. ste Wee July 7, 1647, aged 61. Mather, 
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unlawful, which they were offended with in me, alleen L 
desired them to give me satisfaction concerning them. 

“Finding myself greatly disappointed as to the satis-— 
faction I had hoped to have received from them, I was the 
more provoked to beg earnestly of God to direct me, and 
the more diligent to search the scriptures: from which I 
received much satisfaction. I was also much helped by 
hearing Mr. Glover, that went to New England, and Mr. 
Burrow who some time after went to Holland, 

“J soon after this joined myself to an independent con- 
gregation, being about twenty-two years of age, witha 
_ resolution as soon as it pleased God to open a way to go 
to New England, but the providence of God prevented 
me ; 3 and in a little time it pleased God to provide for me 
a suitable yoke-fellow, who was with me in judgment, 
and who was joined to the same congregation with me.” 
This c urch was the first independent congregation 
been formed in England, It had been formed 
under the care of Mr. Jacob.* 


to ‘accompanied by thirty of hip con- 
gregation pt + and with whom it should seem Mr. Kiffin 
had resolved to go, but was prenptes.. He a pro- 
ceeds with his narration :— 

then i in the heat of the Bishop’ soveritin, we 


| 4 
- 


tory,&c.p.@. 

+ “Mr. Lathorp, and several of his friends, were confined twas years in 
the Gate-house and the New Prison. As no bail would be taken for him 
he petitioned the king, Charles I., to permit him to leave the kingdom, 
which was graciously permitted bim : though a similar favour was re- 
fused to Oliver Cromwell, John Hampden, Dr. Owen, aud others, who, 
by order of the king, was obliged to return from the i in which 
they were ties off from land,” ees History. 
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were heirced to meet very early in ‘the morning, and spins 
nue together till night. And amongst them, at their de- 


sire, I improved those small abilities God was ‘pleased | 


to give me. And although many times our meetings — 


were disturbed, yet I was kept out of the hands of per- 
secutors. Meeting one Lord’s-day at a house on Tower-_ 
hill, as I was coming out of the meeting several rude & 
fellows were about the door, and many stones were 
flung at me, which did me no hurt. One of these fell 
upon my eye, but without any great prejudice to it, 80 I 
escaped out of their hands. © sf | 

** About a year afterwards, [1635] I was sent for by ie 


poor man, a smith, who lived in Nightingale-lane, and lay © 


very sick. When I came to him he was so wasted, as to _ 
be reduced almost to skin and bones. He asked me if I — 


- knew him. I said I did not. He replied, that he knew 
me; for, said he, ‘I am the man who disturbed your 


meeting at Tower-hill, , and gathered the people together — 
to stone you. At that time I was, I think, strong as most — 
men were, but on my returning from the place I fell ill, — 
and am wasted in my body to what you now see me.’ He | 


_intreated me, if I had any compassion for such a vile — 


wretch as he was, that I would pray for him; which I 
accordingly did :—but he died the same day. Looking at 
this as a remarkable providence, I mney it not amiss to 

record it.” 


At this time, Mr. Henry Jessey, then a Reelocliandiet [| 


was the pastor of the church. He had succeeded Mr. La- _ 


_thorp, September 1637. About a year after this, Mr. — 
Kiffin and some others becoming Baptists, removed from 
‘the church, and joined the people, who, four years before, _ 


[ 1633 ] had been dismissed from it to forma Baptist church — 


* From this first church, the Prescot | 
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ns which induced Mr. Kiffin to a 


Baptist thus related by himself :—<‘I used all endea- 
yours, by converse with all such as were able, and also by 
diligently searching the scriptures, with earnest desires to 
God that I might be directed in a right way of worship ; 
and after some time concluded, that the safest way was to 
follow the footsteps of the flock, namely, that order laid 
down by Christ and his apostles, and practised by the pri- 
“mitive christians i in their times ; which I found to be, that 
after conversion they were baptized, added to the church, 
and ‘ continued in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
and breaking of bread and prayer,’ according to which I 
thought myself bound to be conformable.” About the 
year 165 , he left Mr. Spilsbury, and became the pastor of 
a Baptist church, which for many years met. in nee 
Folley,* now Devonshire Square. 
spirit of the times did not suffer him to at 
rest. Very serious attacks had been made both upon the 
civil and religious liberties of the people. The High Com- 
mission Court, under the direction of Laud and the prelates, 
‘was guilty of the most horrid barbarities, so. that the 
people groaned for emancipation from their worse than — 
Egypti : task-masters. It was not probable that such a 
zealous and intrepid minister as Mr. Kiffin would be suf- 
fered to continue at liberty, however secretly the meetings 
might be conducted ; accordingly we find him soon after 
called to endure imprisonment for the sake of a vai con-— 
science. He thus relates-the interesting story.) 
Not long after (hae? the Parliament began ti to mit but 


The meeting-house this scite, after the fire of 
don, in 1666, was wrested from the Baptists, and used for an Episcopal — 
congregation, till the parish churches were re-built. It is said, that Sir - 
Robert Titchborne, Knight, and Alderman of London, preached here 
vol. i. p. 401. | | 
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before any difference heidatioen between the King and thes | 


being at a meeting in Southwark, I was taken and carried 
before some justices of the peace, and the assizes being 
the next day, I was bound over to answer for my conduct — 

there. Judge Mallet sitting as the judge, 1 was by him 
committed to the White Lion prison, and remained there 
for some time, until that judge returned home from riding 


the circuit through Kent. While I was in the prison, by 


the malice of a prisoner whose chamber was under mine, _ 
the prisoners in the common gaol were incensed against © 
metodo memischief. Several of these had been condemned 


for capital offences, but had been reprieved; and others 
had been committed for great robberies. Accordingly ona 
_ Lord’s-day evening, several of them came up to my cham- 
ber, my door being open, with only my wife and child, 


and a maid servant with me. One Jackson, a noted 
rogue, came before them, having a great trumpet in his 


hand, asking me what company I had there: to whom I 
replied, I had none but what he saw, and having upon my 
table some Spanish tobacco, which a friend had left me, ! 


asked him if he would accept of it. He looked wistly on 
me; several other of his company being behind him in the 
room took it and thanked me, I then asked them if he and 
the rest would drink, which they did. Then Jackson 
turned to them and bid them go out of the room, and bid- 


ding me farewell, went away. The man’schamber being 


under mine, that had set them on, finding the door shut 
they endeavoured to break it open, which I hearing, went 
down and asked them what they meant to do. Jackson 


told me that he was the man who had engaged them to 


knock me upon the head, but they would do his work for 
him although they should be hanged the next day; but at 


last, through much intreaty, they were persuaded to desist. 
- This was a signal providence of God towards me, to Pry 


serve me from meh men. | 
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“ Bat ows neighbour who had set them on, net eta 


his end, had prepared a charge against me to deliver to 


Judge Mallet upon his return; wherein he set forth that 
several persons coming to my chamber I had preached trea- 
i sonable vords against the King, and delivered the same to 
the j : which charge was very false, God knoweth. 
My wife and friends applying themselves to the judge to 
take bail, he refused ; upon which I went with my keeper to 
_ Lord Brooke, who told me he would speak to the judge on 


my behalf. Going into the House of Lords, he in‘a little 


time af r came out to me, Standing in the Court of 
Requests, he told me, that he had been speaking to the 
judge, but could prevail nothing; the judge telling him 


he had a very great charge against me, and waited but the | 


leisure of the house to acquaint them with it. I told my 


lord, that I was not the least conscious in myself of any 


such thing ; and my lord told me he would do the utmost 


he could for me when he heard what it was. In the 


mean time, while I stood expecting further trouble to at- 
tend me, unknown to me, several men were at the bar of 
the House of Commons, as witnesses against the said 
judge, for encouraging a petition in his last sitting at the 
assizes at Maidstone ; which the Commons having heard, 

_esteeming what he had done of dangerous consequence, 


Requests to the House of Lords, and there charged the said 
judge, who was that day committed to the Tower, and I 


-was released from my imprisonment, the said judge having a 


been thus prevented from exhibiting the charge, as he had 
intended, against me. Thus it pleased God to deliver me 


out of the hands of malicious men, causing the wrath of — 


men to praise him, and the rémainder thereof he restrained.” 
_ Before this: chapter is brought to a close, it may be 
proper to notice some events with which it is highly 


probable Mr. Kiffin was connected, 


a 


‘some members of that House passed through the Courtof 
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‘What is ond form of it? Or is the visible 
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| In the journals of the House of Lords, in January | 
(1640-1, there is mention made of some “ Anabaptists, re- 


commended to the justice of the House by his Majesty. 7 


- Between sixty and seventy had been taken on the Sunday 
afternoon before, in the time of divine service, by the con- 
stables and church-wardens of St. Saviour’s, in the house 
of Richard Sturgess, where they said they met “to teach 
and edify one another in’ Christ.” Six. of them were 
brought before the House on the 18th inst.—they were ad- 
monished not to meet in a private house again, but to at-.— | 
tend worship i in their parish church, and were discharged. 
The next Lord’s-day four of the peers attended their place 
of meeting, to observe their manner of worship. One of 
- ‘them, in all probability,was Robert Lord Brooke, mentioned 
so respectfully in the foregoing narrative by Mr. Kiffin. 


This event doubtless led the doughty champion, Dr. 


_ Fatty, to challenge them to a public disputation in the 
presence of Sir John Lenthal,* the justice of peace, by 
whom they had been brought before the House of Lords. 
The doctor afterwards published a quarto work, entitled 
“ The Dippers dipt; or the Anabaptists ducked and 
plunged over head and ears at a disputation in Southwark.” 

+ The doctor calls one of his opponents ‘‘ a brewer's clerk.” 
This, it is supposed, was Mr. Kiffin, as he is said to have 
employed by the famous Mr. John Lil- 
‘burn, who was in that business. 

In the account of this disputation, Dr. Featly, who ealtel 
‘Mr. Kiffin, Cufin, says, “This Cufin is said to be one of 
the first that subscribed the Anabaptists’ confession, printed 
in 1644, London.” By the doctor’s own shewing, he found 

him no despicable opponent. following is a speci- 
men of the dialogue :— | | 


“ Mr. Kiffin.—What is the nature of a visible church ? 


—— 


° » Marshal of the King s Bench Prison. 
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church of 
tures? 

Dr. Featly question is, Quid constitu visibi- 
lem Ecclestam? What a visible 

“ Mr. K.—Yes. 

answer, to the and 
the joint consent of all protestant churches in the world, 
French, Dutch, &c., in the harmony of confessions, that 
the sincere preaching of the word, and ‘the due adminis- 
_ tration of the sacraments, constitutes or makes a true visible 

~ church. The Papists make many notes of the true church, 

as antiqui ty, universality, succession, miracles, and divers 
others ; but the reformed church makes bat | two only, 
namely, those above mentioned. _ | 

Mr. K. —What i is a trye particular visible 1 

“ Dr. F. —A particular company of men, professing the 
christian faith, known by the two marks before mentioned, 
the sincere preaching of the word, and the dae qaminie- 
tration of the sacraments. 

“« Mr. K. —Is the church of England such a church? 
Dr. i is so. 

Mr. K. —How prove you thet 

“ Dr. F.—First, I answer I need not to prove it, but | 
you are to disprove it. For as Hooker teacheth, in his 
Ecclesiastical Policie, they who are in possession are not 
bound to prove the right, but they who are about to 
thrust them out are to disprove their right, and. bring’ 
a better title for themselves. Secondly, to give you 
_ further satisfaction, thus I prove the church of England 

to be such a church : Every church in which the word 
of God is sincerely preached, and the sacraments lawfully 
and rightly administered, is such a church ; but in the 
church of England the word is sincerely preached, and the 
sacraments lawfully administered, Sree, 
such a church. | 
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sacraments in the communion. But both the one and the 
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ke Mr. K-1 deny that in ths church of England the 


word is sincerely am ai or the sacraments rightly ad 


ministered. 
Dr. F.—I have here two. to that the 


church of England is agreeable to God’s word.—2. the 


sacraments are rightly administered in it. First, the doc- 


- trine of the charch of England is contained in the thirty- 


nine articles. Secondly, the due administration of the 


other are agreeable to God’s word :—Ergo, the preaching — 


_ of the word, and administration of the sacraments, in the 
church of England, are agreeable to God’s word. 


“« Mr. K.—I deny that the thirty-nine articles, and the 


_ Book of Common Prayer, are agreeable to God’s Word. 
_ “ Dr, F.—1 will prove that the book of articles is — 
agreeable to God’s word. In the book of Articles, the 


first, which concerneth the blessed Trinity ; the 2d, 3d, 


4th, which concerneth the incarnation of Christ Jesus, his 
“death and resurrection ; the 5th, which concerneth the 


Holy Ghost, the perfection of scriptures, and the eighteen 
following, which impugn popery, are agreeable to God’s 
word; and you cannot name any one of the rest which is 
not agreeable. Therefore they are all agreeable. If you 


know any one that is not agreeable, instance it, and I will | 


presently show how it is agreeable to scripture. 
“ Mr. K.—For the thirty-nine articles, 1. know ‘not 
what they are. I never saw them that I remember. — 


pa Be. F. —Then for aught you know they are all con- 


formable to scripture; at least you can except against — 


none of them. Now for the book of Common Prayer: it 


consists partly of psalms, epistles, and gospels, partly of | 
prayers, and the form and manner of the administration of — 


the sacraments. But the former ate taken out of scrip- 


ture, the latter are cope to it, What do you except 
it | 
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“Mr. K—1 except against your 4 of bap-— 
tism. It is not rightly administered in your church: for 
you baptize children, and that is not agreeable to God’s 
word: if you say it is, how do you prove it by scripture ” 

This Dr. F. undertook to prove out of scripture, but 
before he alleged any text of for is 


Anabaptist interposed. 
_ After a long dispytation between the doctor and d this per- 


- son, who, according to him, had “ yielded the buckler,” &e., 


Mr. Kiffin resumed the debate. ‘I pray you, Mr. Doctor, 
come to the point ; how prove you the Pete ot jinfants 
to be lawful, by the word of God? _ 

Dr. F—it seems you will willingly fall upon n no 


point but this of Anabaptism ; which heresy | wee con- 


demned near fifteen hundred years ago. fae 
Mr. K. —Sir, that is neither here nor theres you 


- what the woman of Samaria said, (John i iv.) Our fathers 
i worshipped in ‘this mountain, and ye say, that at Jerusa- 
lem is the place where men ought to worship ; py con- 


tinued in an error about 2,000 years,” navel 
“ Dr, are mistaken in your for 
there were not 2,000 years between Jacob and Christ. 


But to let that, your error, pass, the Samaritans were indeed 


in an error a long time; but this is no error, but a doctrine of | 
truth, that children ought to be baptized. There are 
three sorts of arguments of great force with all understand- 


. Ing men, the first and chiefest from scripture ; secondly, 


from consent of the universal church ; thirdly, from evi- 
| will peers all these for the poppe of 


children.” 
To which, it is ‘said, a Scotchman We desire 


to have it proved by scripture.” | 
The Doctor produced the texts usually doseed, which 

were unsatisfactory to the Baptists. The debate then took 

a turn | the necessity of orgination, 
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| 


&e. &e. At length, Dr. Featly conceded. « It is true, 
in time of persecution we read of one Frumentius, a 
layman, who, in his travels converted some to the 


christian religion by scriptures.” To this Mr. Kiffin re- 
plied, “ That‘is all we desire to do, as Frumentius did.” 


Not wishing to tire the reader, the issue of the confe- 


"rence was, (according to Dr. Featly !) “ first, the knights, - 
ladies, and gentlemen, gave the doctor great thanks ; 
secondly, three of the Anabaptists went away discontented; | 
the fourth, seemed in part satisfied, and desired’a second 
meeting; but the next day conferring with the rest of that 
| sect, he altered his resolution ; and neither he, nor any of that 

geet, ever since that day, troubled the doctor, or any other 
‘minister in the Borough with any second challenge !” * 

. The Baptists found an able advocate in Robert Lord 
Brooke, i in his treatise upon Episcopacy. “We have often,” 
says his lordship, + seen some of these preachers before 
the highest tribunal, in the kingdom : ‘for we thought 
it unreasonable (with those in the Acts) to condemn any 
before they were heard.”—And in reply to those who had 
taunted them with being mechanics and illiterate persons, 


he says, “‘ nor are they so tied to their outward callings, 


but if the church shall think it fit, they are ready to give _ 


up all, and apply themselves wholly to the study of the 
scriptures and work of the ministry. In the mean time 
they follow their callings, not living idly, or going up and 


telling as but being to serve 


j 


© This eck was first saliibhed in Jan. 1645. The extracts are 


made from the sixth Edition, printed 1651. 


+“ A discourse opening the nature of that a which is exer- 
cised in England; wherein, with all humility, are represented some 
tions tending to the much desired peace, and long expected 
reformation of this our mother church. By the Right Honourable — 
Robert Lord Brooke,"” pp. 109, 114. pp. | 124, printed Lon- 
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God both with! their hands, hearts yea, ahd 
too, if God shall call them and ere prone as well 
as abilities.” | 

To persons of the Baptist Aenmmiieitens this account 
will be peculiarly interesting, as it traces up the river to 
its source ; the spreading tree to the grain of mustard 
seed. The call of Abraham to become the founder of the 
Jewish nation, and the first stone in the building: of the 
visible church of God, strongly resembles the case of 
Mr. Kiffin, as the founder of the Particular Baptist 
Churches in England! To him belongs the distinguished 
honour of being called “ the repairer of the breach, and 
the restorer of paths to dwell in.”* And what an ex- 
emplification of the dive promise has the vast increase 
of the Baptist churches exhibited:—A little one shall 
become a thousand ; and a emall one a great nation: t 


Lord will hasten it in. his tame. tk 
| 
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CHAPTER III. 


1641 —1660, 


‘ The Lord maketh poor and maketh Ah he killeth, and his hands 
| “make whole. 1. Sam. ii. 6. 


THe subject of our memoir must now be considered as 
having reached the twenty-fifth year of his age; as being 
the pastor of a church, engaged in a secular employment, 


_ with the cares of a, young family; exposed daily to insults 
from an ignorant populace, and to imprisonment from per- 


secuting prelates, and a tyrannical monarch; but “ strong 
in the Lord, and ih the power of his might,” determined 


to obey God rather than men; and to submit patiently 
_ to whatever trials or afflictions might await him. He thus 
proceeds in his relation : — 


“It pleased God about this time to visit me with a — 
great and sore fit of sickness; all my friends giving me | 


up as a dying man: my physicians also thought the same. 


By the persuasion of a friend, who was well acquainted — 


with Doctor Trigg, my wife was prevailed with to go to 
him. On his seeing me, he told her that I was in a dan- 
gerous condition, and that he would not meddle with me. 


But as my other physicians had given me over, after very 


‘many persuasions, he did undertake me, and it pleased 
‘God to bless the means used to effect my restoration. 
‘What increased the affliction was, that my own and my 
wife’s relations had concluded, that by reason of my judg- 
_ ment and practice in religion, differing as I did from the 
nation in general, that I should be undone, and my wife and 
children would fall to their care ; my relations therefore 
nore what I should have received, in. their own hands, | 
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and my 


ife’s parents kept beck’ 
should have had with her; which put me to great straits. 


“It was for nearly three months that Dr. Trigg had 
me under his care ; coming many times twice intheday, and — 
generally once every day, but would take nothing either 
for his visits or for his medicines : telling my wife he 
would take it altogether when I was well. My wife has — 
- told me, that often when she has gone to him for me, she 
has seen some come to him in a coach, and offer him two 
twénty shilling pieces in gold, to go with themto visit asick 
‘person, which he has refused, saying, there were many 
people in his house waiting for him; and yet. he has in- 
stantly left all of them, telling them to stay for him, while 
he has come to observe the working of my fits. 

“ When it pleased | God to restore me to some strength, I 
was not a little troubled to consider that I had a very 
large score to pay the doctor, and how to pay it I knew 
not ; 1)was very loth also to borrow, not knowing how to _ 
pay it again; and when to get the money outof the 
hands of my relations, | knew not. But perceive, the Lord 
was exceedingly good to me; for although the hearts 
of my relations were shut up against me, it pleased God 
to deal with me herein, far beyond my thoughts. Desiring 
to know of the doctor what I owed him, he would receive 
no more than a French crown! I thought he had jested 
with me, but he insisted he would have no more: what 
should have moved him to take so small a matter | know — 
not: but this seemed exceedingly wonderful to me, 
that a man who was a stranger, with whom I had never 
spoken before in my life, should show such kindness to me. 
He hath since told me, that in all his life, he was never 
more engaged to save the life of any man $0 much as 
mine. This providence I looked upon to be very great to 
me at that time, and did wonderfully lead me to cleave 
‘unto the in the discharge of my — word 
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‘wing mad good—Trast in th Lard, and do gods nd 
affliction, to provide some employment for me ; and in.the 


year 1643, I went over to Holland with some small.com- 


modity, from which I found good profit.* But coming — 


home again, I was greatly pressed by the people with 


whom I was.a member, to continue with them, which | 
_ did, omitting that opportunity of proceeding in that trade; 
spending time chiefly in studying.the word of God, 
- until. 1 had spent the most part of what I had got; my 
wife. also diligently employing herself to get what.she 


4 tence, and that I was gredierenvesgymiitelenssincl 
but very. little in. the world ; discoursed; with 
him about his.going over to Holland, which I found him 


very. willing to do, taking with him such commodity which 


were very little, it pleased God so to bless our endeavours, 

as from scores of pounds to bring it to many hundreds and | 
ever I could have thought to have enjoyed.; By which 
gave me, without being burdensome to any: ‘making me | 
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always was wary of meddling “with ‘any public lands, 


vantageous to: me, as’ will hereafter: be related’ more parti- 
cularly.* Onlyone thing I think necessary to mention, to 


‘ofthe first; to wit) public pis 


which by the good providence ‘of God,” proved very ad- 


take off some aspersions that have’ been cast/upon me, 


which was, that I raised my estate by obtaining: orders ‘to 


bring in other.men could not do, 
the upon me,> for I never 
received any but such as were common — other men, be 


©The first order I obtained; was upon ‘the'Act 


of Navigation,’ +: prohibiting all goods to be brought in but 
in English shipping, of the growth or manufacture of the 
‘place from whence they came. ' Being but five weeks 
between the passing of the Act, and its coming into opera- 


wary within the 

Wherefore myself and’ other ‘merchants petitioned, 
pre in case these goods came in after the time, the penalty 
of the act might not be enforced: and artiving- after the 
-Act had taken place, the Council of State ordered that all 


could make oath their goods were shipped before, 
should have them, ‘notwithstanding ‘the Act.) As many. 


as could do so, received’ their goods, and I also had mine, 
‘upon making the said oath. ° These were all thie Orders’ I 


to Nobie* of ‘ihe House of Cromwell, vol it is 


said, thet “ Mr. Kiffin was; in the year 1647, entrusted: by the a 


‘ment to be an assessor for their taxes, to. be raised for, Middlesex.” _ 
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‘When the first war between England and Holland | 
broke out, the Hollanders had, by the compliance of the 
Swedes and Danes, bought up all the pitch, tar, hemp, 
and cordage, to prevent the Parliament from being able to 
supply their fleet. Upon which, the Council of State is-_ 


_ sued-an order, that all merchants that would bring in any 


of the said articles, should have orders to bring in any 
other sort of prohibited goods, proportionable in value to 
the above mentioned goods: which order every man re- 
ceived who applied for it, and by means thereof, the Par- 


 liament was furnished with all things belonging to ship- 
ping during that war. That order 1, with many others, 


took, and enjoyed the benefit of it: such order being 


- given, not from considerations of favour, but of state policy. 
Other orders beside these two I never had any from the 
_ Parliament, and from the Protector I obtained not any; 
_ neither did I desire any; but whatever I had, was in com- 
mon with all other merchants. I the rather give some 
account of this, to satisfy all hereafter, that what estate 

- God hath blessed me withal, hath been by his ) goed hand 

my lawful employments.” 


The extracts from Mr. Kiffin’s manuscript, in this aide, au 


| comprehend a period of about twenty years, from the com- 
 mencement of thedisputes between Charles I, andhis Par- 
- liament in 1640, and the restoration of Charles IJ. in 1660. 


It will be expected that Mr. Kiffin, from the surprising © 


_ change which had taken place in his property, could not 
_ pass through such a change as had taken place, both in 
-. the religious and political state of the nation, without 
‘considerably distinguished and envied, both as a 


leading minister, and an opulent merchant. 


We find his name affixed first to a Confession of 
Faith, set forth in the year 1643, and reprinted in several —__ 
subsequent years, by seven Baptist congregations in the __ 

city of London. This confession, in 1646, was presented a 


4.2 
| 
3 
| 
in 
Bas 
Ee 
BEA’ 
| 
i 
4 
H 
4 
> 


friendly part, to shew us from the word God that which 


‘ig 


LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 
to the Parliament, addressed “'To the Right Hiethesable 
the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses, in Parliament assem- 
bled ;” and which was licensed by public authority. | 
I give the concluding paragraph of this confession, most — 
likely written by Mr. Kiffin, which expresses the spirit and 


sentiments of the denomination ever since that period, and 


at the present moment:—“‘Also we confess, that we know 
but in part, and that we are ignorant of many things that 
we desire and seek to know; and if any shall do. us that 


we see not, we shall have cause to be thankful unto God 


and them. But if any man shall i impose upon us any thing 


that we see not to be commanded by the Lord Jesus, we | 
should, in his strength, rather embrace all reproaches and 
tortures of men, to be stripped of all our outward comforts, — 
and, if it were possible, to die a thousand deaths, rather 
than do any thing against the truths of God, oragainst the 
light of our conscience. And if any shall call any thing 
we have said heresy, then do we, with the apostle, ac- 


knowledge, ‘ that after the way which they call heresy, so 


worship we the God of our fathers,’ disclaiming all heresies 


rightly so called, because they are against Christ ; and 


desiring to be steadfast and immoveable, always abounding 
in obedience to Christ, mpeeiinnt our labour ofall not be 


in vain in the Lord.” 
From the third edition of this Contessa in 1651, to. 


which Mr. Kiffin’s name is first signed, I extract the title 


to an appendix: :—‘* Heart Bleedings for Professors’ Abomi- 
nations ; or, a faithful General Epistle (from the same 
churches) presented to all who have known the way of 


truth, forewarning them to flee security, and careless 


walking under profession of the same, discovering some 
of Satan’s evils, whereby also wanton persons and their 
ungodly ways are disclaimed.” In some subsequent edi- 
tions of i work, the name of Mr. aa follows those 
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of several others, probably to prevent any person from — 
thinking that, from his wealth and distinction as a mer- __ 
; chant, he assumed ecclesiastical domination. | | 
The denomination soon increased wonderfully, so that, 
in a work, published in 1646, entitled “ Anabaptism the 


ih true Fountain of Error,” by Robert Baille, of Glasgow, 

i jt is said there were forty-six churches in and about _ 
London.” He says, under the shadow of independency, 

ae the Anabaptists have lift up their heads, and increased in _ 

numbers above all the sects in the land :—They area 

ug people very fond of religious liberty, and very unwilling 

to be brought under the bondage of the of 

‘That most eminent man, the most leaned scholar, 


- most powerful writer in the kingdom, Joun MILTON, was, | 
at the time referred to in the above extract, a member of — 
The most violent writer against the Sectaries” of 
this period, was the author of a work entitled “ Gan-— 


“ shallow Edwards.” He accuses Mr. Kiffin of many ex- 
travagancies, comparing him to a “ mountebank,” &c. &c. _ 


inferior to none of the rest of his seduced brethren, one 
whose name is Will. Kiffin, sometime servant to a brewer, — 


words, seduced and gathered a schismatical rabble of de- 
luded children, servants and people, without either parents’ 


of a near relation to me, whose giddy-headed children and 
servants, are his poor slavish proselytes.) For further 
manifestation of him, in a pamphlet called ‘ The Confes- 


grena,” a man whom Milton calls, most appropriately, nea 


He says, “ Another of these fellows, who counts himself —_ 


~ (whose name is Lilburn, who was lately put into New- | 
gate, upon occasion of scandalizing the speaker of the _ 

_ honourable House of Commons, ) this man is now become _ 

a pretended preacher, and to that end hath, by his enticing __ 


or masters’ consent. (This truth is not unknown by some | 
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whose name is Palmer, living in Smithfield, and laying 
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sion of Faith of the Seven: Anabaptistical Churches, ' there 
he is unde written first, as metropolitan of that fraternity. | 
1 would relate, if time would permit, of somewhat I have _ 
had to do with him, | in which he appeared) to me as 
a mountebank, 

One relation which Edwards gives, in proof of his charge 
that Mr. Kiftin was a “ mountebank,” was his having, i in 


connection with his most respectable co-pastor the Rev. 


Thomas Patient, “ anointed a sick person,” after the 
manner of ‘the Roman Catholic clergy. He says, “ One 


thing more (and it is most of all considerable) of Kiffin’s 


new found light, so called, which I had from some eye 


and ear witnesses of his members, who were present at 
Patient’s visitation of one of their members, 


hands u her did also anoint her with oil. The woman 
recovering, came into their conventicle house, and there, 


before many people, said, ‘ That physicians left her as 
they fou bbe, but brother Kiffin and Patient anointing 


her, she suddenly recovered ; for which, in that place, 
she desired thanks might be put up ;’ which Kiflin did 
also relate, and did, according to the woman’s desire, re- 
turn thanks. Many such heathenish and atheistical pas- 


sages | could relate of this man, and some of his members, 


and some others, but it would intrench i much upon 


patience,”+ 


This “ shallow” Presbyterian having, in his lecfures at 
Christ-Chureh, London, declaimed against the “Sectaries,” 
in a ‘similar virulent style, Mr. Kiffin, on one of those — 
occasions, sent the following moderate dignified letter to 
him, ag he was in the pulpit : + ne 
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Sir, —You stand as one professing to per 


| instructed by Christ, with abilities from God to throw 
down error; and therefore, to that end, do preach every 4 
third day; [Tuesday.] May it therefore please you, and _ 
those that employ you in that work, to give them leave, 
| whom you so brand, as publicly to object against what 
you say, when your sermon is ended, as you declare your- 
self; and we hope it will be an increase of further light 
to all that fear God, and put a large advantage into your 
| hands, if you have the truth on your side, to cause it to 
shine with more evidence, and I hope we shall do it with 


| moderation, as christians. Yours, 


It would be offering an insult to the understanding of 
the sensible reader, to offer any remarks in vindication of 
Mr. Kiffin’s character, from the base and unfounded charges — 
of such a most virulent afd abusive writer as Edwards, | 
who thought it quite sufficient for him to blacken the ~ 
fairest character, and asperse the most eminent ministers, 
provided they had adopted the congregational mode of — 
discipline, and preached to a “ gathered” people, in any 
of the parishes of the established Presbyterian clergy. I | 
_ adopt, on behalf of Mr. Kiffin, and the treatment which he 
received from Edwards and others, because of his Baptist 
emphatical line of his contemporary; MILTON: 


By when to be is no mean n praise. 


Mr. Tosiah Ricratt, a London | and a bigotted 


+ Presbyterian, charges Mr. Kiffin with being the author of 


“an unlicenced, scandalous pamphlet,” entitled The 


| Remonstrance of the Anabaptists, by way of the Vindica- | 
tion of their Separation, &c.” In the reply to this, called 


by Mr. Ricraft, “ A Looking Glass for the Anabaptists,” 
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the Incongruities, Non-consequences, 


leader of that seduced Sect, is discovered and laid open to 

the view of every indifferent-eyed Reader, that will not shut 
his eyes against the Truth. With certain Queries, vindi- 
cated from Anabaptistical Glosses, together with others pro- 
pounded for the Information and Convietion, | (if possible) 


Reformation, of the said William Kiffin and his Proselytes.” 


These circumstances are mentioned, merely to show that 
Mr. Kiffin was so zealous in propagating and defending 
his principles, as to draw down upon himself the petty ma- 
lice, and reckless vengeance of Presbyterian bigots, who 


could not endure that any sectary should be tolerated to 


oppose their sentiments, even though he was not a robber 
of their churches, nor a blasphemer of their 8 Sag 
the divine right of tythes, and National Directory! 

He was assisted in his church, during part of this period, 
by Mr. Thomas Patient,* and travelled in company with 
him through Suffolk, preaching the gospel. I find it men- 
tioned by. Whitelocke, that, in 1648, the: House * ordered 
that Mr. Kiffin and Mr. Knollys be permitted to preach in 
any part of Suffolk, at the petition of the Ipswich men.” 

We find that about this time he was engaged in a public 


disputation at oe on a subject of baptism. Dr. 
Grew and Dr. side of Peedobaptism, 


and Mr. Kiffin Knollys on that of be- 
lievers’ baptis Crosby says, “‘It was managed with 
good temper and great moderation ; both sides claimed the 


victory, and parted good friends: all granted that the 
Baptists came with | 


| 


| 


* Mr. Patient was after this, in 1649, peut by the Parliament as a 


- minister to Dublin, with an allowance of £200. per year. He settled 
after the restoration as co-pastor with Mr. Kiffin, and died in 1666. 


+ Crosby’ Hi: ry of the English Baptists, vol. iii. p. 
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Ity was his ndaber also to be persecuted for the sake: Se 
hia peculiar principles. ‘The Presbyterians had obtained an 
_ ordinance of parliament for punishing blasphemies and _ 
heresies. Mr. Kiffin appears to have been called to go on 
‘the forlorn hope on this occasion. On Thursday, July 12, | 
1655, he was convened before the lord mayor, at Guild- | 
hall, being charged with a breach of that ordinance, by _ 

‘having preached “‘ That the baptism of infants was un- _ 
lawful " Mr. K., it is said, was treated by the lord | 
| mayor with particular marks of favour; and as the mayor 

was busy, he deferred the execution of the penalty re- 
quired by the act, till the next Monday morning! » It is 
most likely Mr. K. never heard any more of the matter. 
In a pamphlet published at this time, entitled ‘ The Spirit 
of Persecution again broke loose,” there are some facts men- 
tioned to prove the partiality shewn by the magistrates 
towards Mr. Kiffin, as contrasted with their severity to Mr. 

Biddle,who was prosecuted for propagating Socinian errors. 
Mr. K. doubtless owed his deliverance, from the spirit of this 
persecuting ordinance having been restrained by the “in- 
.8trument of government,” agreed to by the Protector: viz. 
That whosoever professeth faith in God by Jesus Christ, 
though differing in judgment from the doctrine, worship, 
_ .aind discipline publicly held forth, shall not be restrained 
from, but protected in, the profession of the faith and, exer- 
cise. of their religion; and that all laws, statutes, and 
/ordinances, against shall be ‘esteemed null 
void.’’ 
_ As to Mr. Kiffin’s political it appesrs that 
considered it a christian duty to be in subjection to the 
powers that were established by the consent of the nation, 
- Whether the form of government was monarchical, or 
Tepublican. In proof of the first, it is stated in the Confes- 
sion of Faith before mentioned, “ The supreme magistracy 


_ of this kingdom we acknowledge to be king and parliament, 
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are to maintain and defend all civil laws ‘and civil officers 
made by them, which are forthe: good of the ‘eommon- 
wealth. And we acknowledge “with thankfulness, ° that 
God hath made this present king and parliament honoura- 
ble, in throwing down the prelatical hierarchy, bécause of 
their tyranny and opptession over us, under which this 


kingdom long groaned, for which we are.ever engaged to 
bless God, and honour them for the same.” 


There is a letter printed in Thurloé’s: State Papers, 


the year 1656, which charges Mr. Kiffin with having in- 
tended to become a candidate to represent the county of 
Middlesex ; ; but itis very evident it was written with a de- 
sign to make him appear obnoxious to the Protector; and 
was probably sent by Mr. Kiffin to the secretary, toiprevent — 
any suspicion that he had indulged: any such’ intention, or 
harboured: any sentiments Lord 
Protector. 

It appears probable, that Mr. Kiffin had some commission 
in the militia, as he is called in the letter just mentioned, 
“Captain Kiffin ;” and in a reproachful pamphlet, printed 
in 1659, entitled, ‘The Life and approaching’ Death of 
William Kiffin, &e.” he is said to have’ been’a lieutenant 
colonel of the London Militia. This. scurrilous writer says, 
“If you compare his speeches in that’ mock parliament, 
with his exercises and lectures at his bedlam, you would 
wonder that-one and the same man ‘could be so-silent and 
clamorous ; but he was Will the to 
and the bawler to the other.” | 

It was at this time that General Monk arrived in bee 
don ; and having taken up his head quarters near. Mr. 
Kiffin’s residence, he proved himself to be a troublesome 
neighbour. The particulars of this event, as related by 
Mr. Kiffin “ his manuscript, will appear in the next 
chapter. 
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| In Noble’s Memoirs of Cromwell,” * it is. 
“ During Oliver’s protectorate, Kiffin wrote to those of his 4 


persuasion in Ireland, to request them to live peaceably, 
and submit to the civil magistrate.” This refers to the 


year 1653, when the Baptists in Ireland, and many in 
England, of whom were Major General Harrison, Colonel 


Hutchinson, Colonel Danvers, and many other strict re- 


publican officers, took great offence, on account of Crom- 
well taking upon himself the office of Lord Protector ; ‘ 
because they thought the government of’a single person, _ 


in opposition to sole of as of 


lam not aware to ele letter Noble ea Mr. Kiffin 


and his brethren, received from his former colleague, Mr. 
Thomas Patient, in Dublin, and others, in the year 1653, 
a letter, which is printed in my history of the English 
Baptists, vol. i. p. 250, relating to the spiritual state of 
the churches. That letter was sent, with another letter, 


first signed by Mr. Kiffin, to the Baptist churches in Wales. 


There is no allusion to political events at all in this 
correspondence: the churches connected with Mr. Kiffin, 
whether in England, Ireland or Wales, never ae | 
themselves with such matters. ee 
_ It is gratifying to find that this public spirited man was 

thus mercifully protected through this stormy period. It 

affords a fine illustration of the passage—“ When a man’s 


° * Vol. ii. p. 462 
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CHAPTER 
1660—1670. | 


‘* He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High, stall abide 


- Tue death of the Protector, Oliver Cromwell, Sept 3, 
1659, and the speedy resignation of his son Richard, paved 
the way for the restoration of monarchy, and the re-esta- 
blishment of episcopacy. The confusion which attended 
these events, involved many excellent men im difficulties, 
who had not been: aaa in the transactions which 


: Among slate! was the subject of our memoir, aan Lit will be 
- gratifying to the reader to perceive how the good provi- 
_ dence of God watched over him, so that he could say, re- 
specting all the dangers to which he was exposed, But 
out of them all the Lord delivered me.* Mr. Kiffin thus 


feo 
* When it is that were six Acts of peculiar 
passed against the Nonconformists, in the course of twelve years, dur- 
ing this reign ; it will be easily conjectured, that their sufferings were 
great and aggravated. The Ist was the “ Corporation Act.”’—2d. 
** The Act of Uniformity,”-—8d. ** An Act to suppress seditious Con- 
venticles.”"—4th. The Oxford or Five Mile Act.—5th, “ Some severe 
additions to the Conventicle Act.”’—6th, ‘The ‘Test Act.”—This 
last still disgraces the Statute Book: —the former have been repealed. 
-The above note was written in 1823, I am happy to have to state, 
that this last vestige of intolerance towards dissenters, was repealed 
in the 1828, the admi of the Duke of | 
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4 Passing by many things, I shall now give some ac- 
count of those several providences of God watching over 
me for good, since the return of his Majesty; at which 


\time I considered that, having many enemies, I could not 


but expect to meet with very hard- dealings, from men 
that envied my estate. But that God, who had given 
me occasion to trust in him ever since T lay upon my mo- 


| ther’s breast, and had carried me safely along through 
many changes of my life, wonderfully wrought for me, 


and hath preserved me by his grace until this moment, 
“A little before his Majesty’s return, upon General © 


my house. In a few days after, i, with’ several others, 


him the scandal that was upon us; having indeed had no 


arms in any of our houses but what was ordinary for 


housekeepers. We prayed him that matters might be 


examined into, and that we might not be detained from 


our callings, and kept prisoners without cause. My lord 
mayor was pleased to order the letter to be read at the 
Common Council, who, being satisfied of our innocence, 


¥ sent some officers, desiring that we might be released, and r 


our arms, which had been taken from us, Testored which 
peconding|y was done.” 

As a proof that Mr. Kiffin had no wish > encourage 
bay treasonable practices, we find him, soon after, signing 
& protestation, expressive of the abhorrence felt by the 


Baptists of Venner’s rebellion, which they call ‘ the late | 
wicked and most horrible treasonable insurrection and 
rebellion i in the city of London; and a declaration of their 


Monk’s s coming to London, he took up his quarters near to — 


were seized at midnight by some of his soldiers, and 
tavodh to the guard house at Paul’s: the next day it was 
rumoured in the city, that a great quantity of arms had © 
been taken i in our houses. As we were citizens, and not 
soldiers under his command, we thought it convenient to 
write to my lord mayor, Sir Thomas Almin, signifying to 


; 
t 
q 
t 
4 
> 
i? 
4 
z 
af 
4 
A 
i é 4 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 


King’ the eldest daughter of CharlesI. 
| | : 
| 


| 
rae LIFE ‘OF WILLIAM KIFFIN’ 


loyality i the King, promising that their practice shehate be 
conformable.” * They say, “It is publicly known thatsuch 
of us as were called thereunto, which where many, were 
ready to hazard our lives to bappeeess them.” We ‘return 
to Mr. Kiffin’s narration. | 

“« For some time after his Majesty's s return, for about six 
months, I remained in quiet. But when it pleased God to 


_ take away by death the Princess of Orange,t+ a plot was 
laid, which, had it taken effect, would have cost me the 


loss of life and estate. A letter was forged, purporting 
to be sent to me from Taunton, to ‘this effect;—‘ ‘That the 


Princess of Orange being now dead, they were now ready 
‘to put their design into execution ; if, according to my 


promise, would provide and send down powder, matches, 


bullets, &c., for that they believed the promise, that one 
of them should chase a thousand, 


** In consequence of this letter, I was seized on a Satur- 
day at midnight, and carried to the guard-house at White 
hall ; no.one being suffered to speak with me. There I 
contined all the Lord’s-day, exposed to the taunts and 
threats of the soldiers. In the evening I was sent for to 


| appear before General Monk, and several others of the 


privy council, who read the above mentioned letter to me; 


adding, I must needs be guilty of the things contained in it. 
ia replied, that I knew not so much asthe name of the 


man by whom it was said to be written; and that I did 

abhor even entertaining a thought of doing any thing 

which might lead to the disturbance of the kingdom. _ 
After examination, I was again placed under the 


protection of the soldiers, who were ordered to ‘take me 


| | 

i | 
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Noble's ’s &e. ii. p. 462. 


+ She died December 24, 1660, at the age of cwrnttles years, 
King William TIT. our glorious deliverer, was her son. She was the 


a 
3 
3 
‘ 
g 
& 
% 
id 
‘ 
# 
x 
J 
4 
7 
4 
4 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2 THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 


‘the next day to the lord chief justice Foster, to bé 


‘examined. They took me to an Inn in King eee, 


“where I was strictly guarded through the night. — 


Under this dispensation, I found much from 
God, and, knowing my innocence, I did not doubt but he 
would, in some way or other, work deliverance for me, 


et The next day I was taken in a coach to Serjeant's 


ie, to be examined: soldiers being about the coach, 


occasioned a great concourse of people, who enquired 
what was the matter: ‘some of them ‘ trajtore— 


rogues—hang them all.’ 
Appearing before my lord chief was 


| examined by him about the said letter: I answered all his 


lordship’s questions, and then told him that I did not 
doubt but his lordship would take more pleasure to clear — 
an innocent man, than to condemn one who was guilty; 


and I therefore prayed him I might have liberty to speak 

- for myself, as I felt persuaded my innocency would ap- 
‘I could. 


© J said that there were some things i in ta letter itself, 
which might satisfy him it was a forged letter. The letter 


takes the rise of the execution of this plot from the death 


of the Princess of Orange, and yet it was dated at Taun- 
ton three days before she died. To which his lordship 
replied, it was indeed a weighty observation, and seeing 
the date of the letter to be as I had stated, observed that 
might be but a mistake in the date, and yet the letter 


- itself might be true. To which I answered, I should leave 


that to his honour’s consideration; but there was one 


_ thing more, in which, with submission to his lordship’s 


judgment, there could be no mistake: that was, there — 
could be no letter written from London to Taunton, and 


an answer to it be obtained from Taunton, from the time of — | 
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the next night; and no answer could be obtained tp that 


: would not; and that things were come to a fine pass, 
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for his lordship knew the Princess died on the Monday 


night. Now, no letter could give advice of it by post till 


letter till the next Monday morning; * but I was seized 
the Saturday night after her death, which must needs be 
before any post came in. Upon which my lord looked 


very steadfastly upon the ‘lieutenant-colonel, whose pri- 


soner I was, and the said officer desired my lord to put me 
upon my oath. His lordship replied in great anger, he 


when a lord chief justice must be instructed by a soldier 
what he ought to do; telling him it was a trepan. And 
then directing his speech to me, he said, he was persuaded 


I was abused, and that if I could find out the authors of 


the said letter, he would punish them: and so he dis- 
charged me. Mr. Henry Jesseyt and Mr. Crape, were 
also mentioned in the letter, who were also examined and 
discharged. Thus did God work deliverance for me, and 


-ensnared those who contrived the letter, in the work of 


their own hands: and we, having escaped as a bird out of 
the snare of the fowler, sti cause to praise his oad 
The demon of loose, and 
unprotected dissenters, “‘the quiet in the land were hunted 
as a partridge upon the mountains, and in many instances 
were compelied to their 


Leg 


7 


* According to this etntement, it required seven days fob: letters to 
pass to and from Taunton: How different Sum facilities fonqprreneer 


Canes at time. 
| 
+ The Bev. Henry Jessey was the insets friend of Mr, Kiffin, and 


an eminent a minister. He was ejected from the parish living of 


St. George’s, Southwark, at the Restoration; and September 4, 1663, 
died in full of and glory, in the sixty-thipd year of 
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| tives, to gratify, if not to 
the implacable malice of those who were saying of their — 
| principles, as the enemies of old of Zion, f§ Raze ave rae a 
it, to the very foundations.”* i 
_ Mr. Kiffin, in relating the events of the year 1661, eis; * 
-« A little after this, being at a meeting on a Lord’s-day, 1 
in Shoreditch, we were apprehended and carried before _ 
‘Sir Thomas Bide, by whom I and some others were com- 


milted to the new prison; but having been in confinement _ 
bigness three or four days, | was by him released.” nae 
- This excellent man being engaged in large mercantile 
pursuits, had acquired such extensive knowledge respect- 
ing commerce, and so much information as to the foreign 
trade of the kingdom, as to be looked up to for his advice, 
on matters which were likely to affect the interests of the 
nation. He was of opinion, that monopoly would prove 


\ injurious to the nation’s welfare ; and that a free trade, by 


promoting competition among merchants, was the best 
policy for the government to pursue. * matter of va 
kind he proceeds to relate. 
“It pleased God to give me respite from trouble for 
some time ; but, by the providence of God, I was called to. 
manage another: affair, that might have led’ to my ruin. 
The Hamburgh Company at this time strove very much 
to get themselves established, and prevailed with the 
King to issue a royal proclamation, that none should ex- 
port to Holland and Germany any woollen manufactures 
but themselves. This measure led the merchants of Exeter, 
and other places in the West of England, to write to 


This to the effects of the “ ‘ Corporation Act.” This act | 


required that all who bore office iu any corporation, &c. &c. should 


_ take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, renounce the solemn league 


and covenant, and declare that it was vot lawful to eens up 
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for information respecting the business. 1 was accordingly 
sent for by them on the day the matter was heard in a 
grand committee in the House of Commons. At their 


request I went down to the house, and after speaking with 
several of them, they desired me to be present at the de- 


bate. I told them that by reason of my circumstances in 
other respects, | was no way suitable to appear publicly 
in the business, but would privately offer them my reasons 
against it. Still they pressed me to be present at the hear- 
ing, with which I complied. During the discussion, one.of 


‘the members desired the chairman to call upon me, to 


know what information 1 could give the committee in 
that matter? I accordingly gave what information I was 
able, and was commanded to be there again that day 
seven-night. After several debates, the committee re- 


ported to the house their opinions against the measure, 


and the house appointed a deputation to wait upon the 
King, beseeching his Majesty to reeall his proclamation. , 
But the King, before he would consent to do so, ordered 
that it should be debated in his presence in the Privy 
Council. A summons was sent to me to be present, and 
several of the Hamburgh Company boasted that they 


would have me that night in the Gate-house ; and I also 
thought, that being men of great interest, and myself so 


insignificant, they might prevail ; but though man thought 


evil against.me, God overruled it for good. ‘For being 


highly charged,‘ while in the King’s presence, of having 
spoken against his’ Majesty’s prerogative, and being asked 


‘by the council what I had to reply, I answered, that I 


was not conscious of having said any thing against his 


_ Majesty’s prerogative, nor was I come thither to offer any 
such reasons: but being commanded: by the House of 


Commons to give my opinion, why the confining) of the 
of woollen manufactures worl be be | 
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had done so; and if his Majesty 
pleased I should offer those reasons in his presence, _ 
IT was ready to do so; else I had nothing to say in the 
matter. It pleased God so to order it, that several — 
members of the House of Commons were present, who 
confirmed my opinion, that the monopoly would prove 
highly injurious to the merchants and clothiers of their 
respective counties. His Majesty was pleased to defer the 
_ further hearing till the next meeting of the council, and 
- commanded me to be present. At this meeting, several of 
the Hamburgh Company laid many heavy and grievous 

‘things to my charge, of what I said in former times. To 
whom I answered, that in the late times I had concerned | 
_ myself only in my own calling, not having advanced my ~— 
estate either by public titles or public places, and that 
what I had now offered to his Majesty, and his most ho- 
nourable council, was in obedience to his Majesty’s com- 
mands, being those sentiments which I thought were for 
the good and advantage of the kingdom. But if his 
Majesty thought otherwise, I desired humbly to submit to 
his Majesty’s great wisdom therein. It pleased God so to 
overrule things, that his Majesty and council were so far 
satisfied, as for the King to recall his proclamation; and 
this event, which my enemies thought to turn to my dis- — 
advantage, proved greatly to my good, occasioning his 
Majesty and his council to have a good opinion of me. 
My Lord Arlington* hath told me, that though, in every 
list of disaffected persons brought him, who ought to be 
secured, my name was always among them, yet the King 
would neyer believe any thing against me; my lord 


* Dr. Burnet says “‘ He was a proud man. His parts were solid, 
but not quick, He had the art.of observing the king’s temper, and 
managing it, beyond all the men of that time. He was believed — 

 & Papist: he had once professed it; and when he died, he again re- 

€onciled himself to that church.” —Life and Times, vol. i. p. 99.” 
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the Earl of Clarendon, being very much 
my friend.” * | 

The interest which Mr. Kiffin had with the sadioitine 
and the King, was turned on one occasion to good account. 
Some mad magistrates at Aylesbury, in 1664, dressed 
with a little brief authority, had acted so rigorously upon 
an act of the 35th of Elizabeth, that they had actually 


- committed twelve persons, (ten men and two women,) 


King, on being informed of it, expressed his surprise that 


Baptists, to prison, and had proceeded to pass sentence of 
death upon them. Mr. Thomas Monk, who’ knew Mr. 


Kiffin, rode instantly to London, and begged him to lay 


the matter before the chancellor. He did so, and the 


any of his subjects should be sentenced to death for their 


religion, and immediately ordered their pardon and libe- 


ration, which was not attended to till the next assizes.t 


Mr. Kiffin thus continues his narrative-— 
“ About a “ after the affair of the monopoly, I met 


with another great trial, wherein my enemies aimed at 


nothing less than my life. About midnight I was seized 
by Mr. Wickham, one of the messengers of the Privy 
Council, order of the Duke of By him. 


_ * Dr. Burnett says, that ** the King did § $0 phe trust the Earl of 
Clarendon, that he left all to his care, and submitted to his panioes, as 


to so many oracles." —Life and Times, vol. i. p.94. 


+ See the account of this strange affair, with the names s of ‘the per- 
sons, in my History of the English Baptists, vol. i. pp. $85-—338. 


The justices appear to have acted upon that clause of the 35th of Eliza- 


beth, which enacts, ‘That any person legally convicted of being present 
at a conventicle, if, after three months imprisonment, he should refuse — 
to conform, or abjure the realm, he should suffer death as a felon, 
without benefit of clergy.’’ It was upon this obsolete Jaw that the — 
celebrated Mr. John Bunyan was convicted, and under which he was 


imprisoned for upwards of twelve years in the common jail at Bedford, 


t The following is an extract from Dr. Burnett’s description of this 


-nobleman.—“ He had no principles of religion, virtae, fir 


| 
| 
| 


| } : 
| 7 
| 
iz 


2 
od 
rf 
‘y 
| 
¥ 
7 
7% 
4 
i) 
f 
3 
i 
| 
3 
~ 
H 
% 
4 


48 THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 


1 was given in charge to Mr. Clifford, a gentleman belong- 
ing to the duke. Many others, also, were seized at the 
same time. I was taken to York House, and continued 
there till the next night, under the care of soldiers. In 
the evening the duke came to me, accompanied by several 
others, and told me that I would have hired two men to 
kill the King, saying, if they would not do it, 1 would do 

it myself; adding, if 1 would confess the truth, care 
should be taken that I should not suffer, 1 was greatly 
amazed at the charge, and returned the duke for answer, 

‘ That I would rather he should charge me with the crime, 

than I should give the least entertainment to such anin- 
tention, so much as in my thoughts; for, I thanked God, _ 


| I did abhor from my soul such a design against the meanest 
if man in“the kingdom, much more towards his Majesty ;’ 
& and I further said, that the person could not be considered 
_ tC as his Majesty's friend, that should say a word of saving 
| | | the life of any man, if in his wits, that should speak of 


any such thing! The duke told me, he knew I could 

speak well enough for myself, having so often spoken as 

I had done before the council; but what he had charged 

i me with, would be proved by two witnesses; and ordered 

| Clifford to deliver me to the soldiers till the rest had been 

| examined, whose crimes, it seemed, were not so great as 

_ - mine. I certainly felt some consternation, though 1 knew 

| goodness had been extended towards me in all difficulties — 


to eat ‘Mays greatly to revive me, bringing that Scripture — 


pleasure, frolick, or extravagant devotion, were all that he laid to 
- heart. He was true to nothing, for he was not true to himself. He 
_ had no steadiness, nor conduct. He could keep no secret, nor execute _ 
| : any design without spoiling it. He could never fix his thoughts, nor 
ia govern his estate, though then the greatest in England. The mainblame | 
of the King's ill principles and morals was 
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with great;power upoa my'soul: Isa. xl. 


Lam thee: be not dismayed, I am thy Gody Iwill 
strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee with the right hand 


of my righteousness.” 1 was now so greatly quieted in 
my own heart, that my fears vanished, and I was made’ 


willing to submit to whatever the of 


be towards me in this matter. 


About two hours after, when all were 


- several had been sent to the Gate-house, Mr. Wickham, 


the messenger, requested the duke that I might | be his 
prisoner; it was accordingly so ordered, that I went to his 


house, where I went to bed and slept soundly. Thenext 


day my Lady Ranelagh came to visit me, to whom/I gave 
an account of what the duke had laid to my charge, She 


_ advised me to write a letter to my lord chancellor, to ac- 
_ quaint him with my present condition, offering to| carry it 
to him herself, which she did, putting the letter into his 


hands, The chancellor having read it, told her there was 


nothing of those things before them in council, and pro- 


mised her that at the next meeting of the council hé would 


lay the matter before the King and council. Accordingly, — 


the letter which I had sent to the chancellor was read 


before the King in council. Upon which it was enquired — 


of the secretaries of state, whether they had received any 
charge against me? On their declaration there was none, 


“ The at whose bhving 


the council, being more my friend than I could have exe 


pected, having received the order, iigpriunibamal it, 


and discharged me that same evening. , 
thought that storm was over, and that 


unreasonable 


men. Having been informed of the kindness of my lord 


chancellor towards me, I re next morning’ to his 
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beeen acknowledge my obligations to him. | While! 
stood without I saw go to him the Lord Chief Justite | 


Bridgman, Sir Geoffery Palmer, his Majesty's Attorney 


Richard Brown. After some time I was called in, they 
being all present, when the chancellor asked me, whether 
I was not a prisoner! I replied, that I had been a pri- | 
soner, but was come to return his lordship thanks for his 
favour in presenting my case to his Majesty, in consequence 
of which I had been released. He asked me, how it was 
i was released! I replied, by the order of the King and 
council. He demanded where that order was? 1 told 
him the original was in the messenger’s hands, but that I 
had a copy of it, which I shewed him. He told me, that 
there had indeed been such an order issued, but that fast 
night, just afterwards, the Duke of Buckingham came and — 
brought in his charge, and then an order was passed that 
I should continue in the charge of the messenger; and, 
therefore, I must return and render myself a prisoner again, 
and all he could do for me was, that I should have a fair — 
and speedy trial. 1 thanked his lordship, and told him I 
was very willing to do so, knowing my innocence. He 
_ then wished me to go to the back stairs at Whitehall, and 
‘speak to one of the King’s pages who attended there, and 
_ desire him to acquaint the King that I was there: andifI 
- could satisfy the King to take bail, it was all well. Iwent — 
_ immediately, not knowing what the issue of thisthing 
might be. His Majesty was gone out, and I, therefore, _ 
returned to the city, and took back two sufficient citizens 
with me to tender as bail, if it were demanded, and hastened 
back again. As the providence of God ordered it, just as 


a: the King came into the palace the chancellor had ‘come 


into the King. At the door I was remanded back again, 
and after | had waited about an hour, the messenger came 
amd toldme, that the King commanded him to tell meI 


Geheral, Sir Henry Finch, the Solicitor General, and Sir _ 
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might go home. 
= on finding 1 had no one over me, he said that if there 
_ had been one he had orders to-discharge me, but I must 
: be ready at all times to come when his Majesty sent for me: 
which I promised I would. Thus did ‘the Lord work de- 
liverance by his own hand from that danger, and,'I had 
reason to think, by the means of the chancellor. The 
page which brought me the first message, told me that the 
King seemed,to be very angry with me. This great deli- 
-verance was. cause for wonder to all that heard of it; for 
many who were taken at the same time, whose charges 
were not. by any means so high as mine, were kept in the 
_ Gate-house more than six months; although nothing was 
ever exhibited against them from ee 
their release. 

was a judge,) andi went.immediately. He enquired where 
I had been that summer? I told him in London ¢hiefly, 
but my family was at a kinsman’s house in Hertfordshire, 
where I myself had sometimes been. He demanded, if 1 
had not engaged those people with whom I walked* to 
enter into a covenant against the government? 1 sold 
him the only end-of:our meeting together was to edify 
each other, according to our ability, in matters of religion, 
and not to meddle! with any thing prejudicial to the go- 
vernment. He told:me there was one present who would 
witness it ; but-J replied there was‘no such thing. 
die then told.me he would farther examine the witnesses, 
and as I had eome voluntarily, on his sending forme, I 
was aboutidhe same ‘time, the even- 
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perusing them found nothing. But looking undermy man’s 
desk they saw a book, which they supposed had been 
hidden there; and, indeed, so it was by my clerk without 
my knowledge, which they speedily snatched up, crying, _ 
now they had found something ; but when they had looked — 

into it, they perceived it was entitled Reynard the For ; 


_ which, it seemed, my clerk used to read. On discovering 


this error they laid it down again, and carried me away to 
the guard. Sir Thomas Player having the chief command 
there, asked me several questions, to which I returned 


answers. He said he had a special order to secure me, 
but if I would pass my word to be forthcoming whenever 
I should be sent for, he would let me go home. I told him 


I should always be ready to come ; a 
house in about an hour’s time. 
“ After this, till this time, (about 1670,) rene 


of any thing having been laid to my charge of a political 
mature; but I have, through the Lord’s goodness, been | 
suffered to remain in my habitation in peace, enjoying the — 
_ comforts of my relations, and what it hath pleased God to 


give me of the things of this world! I might, indeed, 


have noticed many other things, but being of the like 


nature of what I have already written, I omit” [them.] 
‘The manuscript was brought thus far by the writer 
about the beginning of the year 1670, at which time he 
was fifty-four years of age. The pious design which he 
had in writing it, and the solicitude he entertained for the 


_ Spiritual welfare of his children, is thus expressed : wus 


You may hereby see it is not vain to follow God in the 
way of duty, and to enquire betimes after the knowledge _ 
of Jesus Christ ; for they that find him find life, and ob-— 


way of God shall dwell safely, and be quiet from the fear — 


of evil. This, to the praise of God, I can say I have ex 
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‘and I would not; for ten thousand: wotldey:if 
knew my heart, but have tasted of the gracious ways of 
God in my younger days. Being sensible of the decay of 
nature, and the great inability that attends me to do ser- 
vice for Jesus Christ; therefore, the counsel I would 
leave with is: First, Have a care of*your hearts, that they 
be not taken with the vanities of this present evil world. 
Your temptations may be more than mine were in my 
younger days, in regard that your means of enjoying it are 
greater ; but yet, consider it will be an evil requital to the 
Lord, for the mercies shewn to your father, that what God 
hath given him, and which may be left by him ‘to you, 
should be used to sin against that God that hath freely 
given it. Oh! let not that which your father hath received 
in mercy from God, be so used that at last it may prove a 
curse unto you. It is a portion of another kind which I 
have often prayed for from the hands of God for you, 
than to have your portion in this life: that Christ may be — 
your portion, and that the years of your youth may be — 
spent in looking after the one thing needful ; this has been 
the desire of my soul to God. I well know temporal 
mercies prove great snares to keep many from Christ, and 
call for great watchfulness over our hearts in the enjoy- 
ment of them, as we are very apt to follow evil examples ; 
therefore we are counselled not to follow a multitude to 
do evil. Our Lord Christ tells us, that broad is the way 
that leads to destruction, and many there be that find it, — 
and many there be that go in thereat. Men need not be 
instructed to walk in the broad way, for they soon learn it 
from the corruption of their hearts and the subtlety of 
Satan. If any improvement may be made of what I have 
truly related of the several ways of God towards me in 
the course of my life, my 

The oo events noticed i in this hapten, and the 
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peril which attended Mr. Kittin, 
4 qnd-his astonishing deliverances from danger, remind us of 

those Scriptures: When aman’s ways please the Lord, he 
maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him;” and — 
_ The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, and he 

 turneth it as the rivers (or canals) of water are turn- — 

a - have been shewn towards any persecuted non-conformist 
f ‘by such men as the Earl of Clarendon and Charles II. — 
There must have been a very powerful conviction upon — 

q 2 their minds of his uprightness and integrity—that he 

feared God and the King, and did not meddle with those 

who were given to change.” That he should have been 
preserved in such an evil time, both from personal harm 
and from pecuniary losses ; remain at liberty to preach the 

_ Gospel, while thousands of ministers were driven into ob- 

_ seurity and silence ; and continue to walk with his church 
and congregation, while so many dissenting congregations 
God stood by him and supported him, and by his power 

—| | delivered him out of the mouth of the lion. _ 

laughing licentious monarch and Mr. Kiffin. The monarch, 

) who was frequently embarrassed for the want of money, 

_ eondescended, in his princely benignity and royal clemency, 

ae to request from his Anabaptist subject, the loan of forty 

| ‘thousand pounds! Mr. Kiffin returned for answer, that 
he could not possibly lend his Majesty so large a sum; but 
if his Majesty would honour him, by accepting as a gift ten 
thousand, it was very much at his Majesty’s service. The 

jocosely to say, when telling the story, that he had saved 

thirty thousand pounds by his liberality ! | : 

the prod te which we Inve bought thi chapter, 
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| 


the persecuting spirit of the parliament against dissenters 
was most severe. New clauses were added to the con- 
venticle act, which caused incredible hardships to the non- 
conformists. The bill obtained the royal assent April 11, 
1670. Many ministers were in consequence confined in 
gaols, large sums of money were extracted from their 
people, and many industrious families were reduced to 
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CHAPTER V. | 

1670—1684. 

throughs the & witlibo thee. | 
on Isa, xiii. 2. 


| | 


THE subject of this memoir having been spared longer 
in life than he expected, and called to endure many sharp 


and severe trials in his old age, he, in the year 1693, re- 


sumed his narrative, being then in his seventy-seventh 


year. This chapter therefore records some of his rsrnggar 
‘and ministerial * afflictions. 


“It being,” says Mr. Kiffin, several years 
three] since I wrote my former experience of the gracious 


_ dealings of God towards me, I hope it may not be pen < 
able to give some further account thereof. 
‘Tt pleased God to take out of the world to himselt 
my eldest son, which was no small affliction to me and my Be 
_ dear wife. His obedience to his parents, and forwardness 
_ in the ways of God, were so conspicuous, as made him 


very amiable in the eyes of all who knew him. The grief 


I felt for his loss did greatly press me down, with more 
_ than ordinary sorrow ; but in the midst of my great dis- 
tress, it pleased the Lord to support me by that blessed 
_ word being brought powerfully to my mind, Matthew 
_ xx. 15—Is thine eye evil because Iam good? Is it not 


® It should seem that Mr. Kiffia wrote another manuscript, which 


_ has not yet beea brought to light: and which is probably lost. He 
_ says, ** And for several trials which have attended me from those with 
_ whom I have walked for more than fifty years, (wherein I found the — 
_ same kind hand of providence in delivering of me,) I intend to set them 


down by themselves, they being more 
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lawful for me to do what I will with mine own ‘These 


sion to his sovereign will, being well satisfied that it was 
for the great advantage of my dear son, and a voice to me 
to be more humble, and watchful over my own ways.* 
_ My next son being but of a weak constitution, and 
desirous of travelling, I sent him with the captain of a 
ship, an acquaintance, who was bound to ALEPPO. Fearing 
that in his voyage and travels he was in danger of being 
corrupted by those of the Popish religion, I sent a young 
man, a minister, with him, to defend him from any thing of 
that kind. But I was greatly prevented :—for this minis- 
ter left him and the ship at LeEGHORN, and went to 
Rome: by which means I was to my sorrow disappointed. 
On my son’s return home, when at Venice, he met with 
a Popish priest, and being forward to discourse with him 
about religion: the priest, to shew his revenge, destroyed 
him by poison. As to the minister’s name, I forbear to 
mention it, he being yet slive:—I’ pray God that thie sin 
not be laid to hie charge 

_In the year 1679, the spirit of persecution agdiast dis‘ 
senters revived, and some new clauses were added to the 
“ Conventicle At," which were 


‘This wna. August 31, 1000, in the 
twenty- year of hisage. 


| + He also lost a dasghter abust who 
the This was Liddel, who 15, 


1679. 


| 
Dr. in his Life and Times, vol. i. p- So now 
an act was proposed, reviving the former act against Conventicles, with 


some new clauses in it. One was very extraordinary. That@fany — 


doubt should arise concerning the meaning of any part of this act, it 
was Lo be determined in the sense that was most contrary to Conven- — 
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severity than ever, by bigotted prelates, and cruel 
oppressive magistrates. Mr. Kiffin was considered 
game for the informers, on account of his great wealth; 
but they found their mistake in seizing him as their in- 
tended victim. He says, “‘ It pleased the Lord that the 
laws now began to be put in execution against dissenters ; 
and as 1 was taken at a meeting, I was prosecuted for the 
purpose of recovering from me forty pounds. This sum 
i deposited in the hands of the officer; but finding some — 
errors in the proceedings, I overthrew the informers on 
the trial. Though this trial cost me thirty pounds, it had 
this advantage, that many poor men who were prosecuted _ 
_, ™pon a similar charge, were by this means relieved: the 
informers being afraid to proceed against them.” i 
Amidst all these afflictions, Mr. Kiffin had hitherto en- 
 Joyed the comforts of domestic life. His excellent wife, 
who had laboured with her hands when they were first 
united in marriage, and who had always encouraged him 
by her pious example, was taken away by death, October 5, 
1682, aged sixty-seven years. Respecting this event, he 
thus writes :—‘ It pleased the Lord to take to himself, my 
dear and faithful wife, with whom I had lived nearly 
forty-four years ; whose tenderness to me, and faithful- 
ness to God, were such as cannot, by me, be expressed, 
as she constantly sympathized with me in all my afflictions. 
can truly say, I never heard herutter the least discontent 
under all the various providences that attended either me— 
or her; she eyed the hand of God in al! our sorrows, so 
as constantly to encourage me in the ways of God: her 
death was the greatest sorrow to me that ever I met with 
in the world.” 
These strong expressions of parental and njugal ee 
fection, set the christian character of Mr. Kiffin in a strong 
point of light. ‘There have been instances of public men, “ 
who having speedily attained to the possession of wealth, 
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to appear totally destitute of tender affection’ towards 
their children, or even the wife of their bosom : self-love, — 


and the love of money, have seemed to swallow up every 
generous emotion, and every sympathetic feeling, Bat 
and melting expressions he has employed in narrating the 


death of his sons, and of his wife, prove that tears dropped 
from his eyes, and that grief wrung his heart with anguish 


while he wrote them. Would that all religious merchants, 


and even all ministers, were such affectionate fathers’ and ee 


husbands! 


The quiet submission ef som: too, 


arising’ from his firm faith im the appropriate scriptures, 
which so powerfully arrested his attention, (doubtless, by 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, who helpeth the in- 


firmities of the afflicted and distressed believers in Jesus, ) 


to divine merey; and, therefore, every affliction he met 


confidence in the wisdom of God, which had over-ruled 


all events, causing them to work together for his good, led» 


him, with entire resignation, to say—Jt te the Lord letham 
do what seemeth him good :—The Lord gave, and the 


Lord taketh away: blessed be the name of the Lord. 


spirit, with renewed fury, seized upon the oppressed non-~ 


gonformists. To this period [1088] the following: 
count refers. 


pleased the Lord, presently after the death of my 


wife, that I was again prosecuted by the informers for 


three hundred pounds, the penalties of fifteen meetings. 


finding there 


the record in court for the money; but 


were some errors also in that record, they moved the 


with short of hell, he considered to be mercy! Whilst his 
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record could not'be mended; and after several hearings 
tof Mr. Kiffi displays great i trepidity in d fence 
_ Of the rights of Englishmen ; and his success in defending 
_ availed to promote the liberty of the subject. 


this way I came to the knowledge of the pi leaideia 


th 


_A bill of indulgence was passed in 1675, doubtless with | 


_ View to encourage popery ; but the Baptists took advan-_ 
to all the churches in England and Wales, inviting them — 


sent to prison, because they would not fall in with this dis- _ 
pensing power, claimed by the king, to'suspend the ‘opera- 

tion of the penal statutes against those who dissented from 
the church of England. Some of these worthies perished. 
in Newgate,* and thus sealed with their lives, the princi- 


- “ Bat the wise providence of God,” proceeds Mr. Kiffin, | 
“who ‘orders all things ‘as ‘he pleaseth; ‘reserved yet _ 


farther trials to attend me in my old age; yet, through 


— 


* One of these excellent men was Mr. Thomas Delaune, author of 


_ the “ Plea for Nonconformists,” who was committed to Newgate, as the 


gress, November 90, 1683. His being suffered to die in prison, 
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the sharpest of which, I have seen goodness::andimerey 
Soon after the discovery of :the’ Popish plot;; the pré+ 
planned the of Monmouth, 
whether I had not a hand it? But none was found to witness 
it. duke and Lord Russell, 
not having been at any time in 

as knowing either of them, oven ive 
amengut those; Sir request 
of some of his friends, a bill of exchequer was: remitted 
thither to him, which, it was was sent by my 
While Iwas endeavouring what I cook o help 


daly 1, 108, | 


+ 1684, and his head 
and quarters set up onthe clty.gates, except one quarter, which was 


Bishop Burnet vol. i. p. 588,) Haies 
aman. Heimade a strong defence: the letter was not exactly like his 
‘hand, &c. &c. | Jefferies pressed the jury, in tis impetuous way, to 

find Haies guilty of high treason ; ‘because, though there was not 
a witness against Haies, 
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about nine o’clock at sights 


found a packet of letters left for me, which my servants 
had received, about half an hour before; but whe brought 


them, they could not tell: when I opened them, I found 
_ one directed to my lord chief Justice Jefferies, and another 
to myself: that to myself was full of treasonable words 
which, when 1 hed read, seat it 

to my lord chief justice by a servant; as I plainly saw it 


was to trepan me. The lord chief justice mot being at 


master immediately-on his coming home. He farther told 


my servant, that he thought he knew the hand-writing; 
which farther confirmed me in the opinion, that they were 


sent with a base design. 1 never, however, heard any 
more of the letters, though I daily expected to have been 


sent for about them by the lord chief justice. Thus this _ 
storm also blew over, though it proved the ruin of my 


son-in-law and his wife in a great measure. 


| “ Not long after this the King died ;* [1684} sil. Danes 
HL. succeeded to the throne. The siimmer after (1685) the 
Duke of F| came over from and-with a 


proof, yet Jeffer es said, it was proved by two witnesses that the letter 


was found in Armstrong’s pocket, and that was sufficient, though not 


appearing by circumstances. The little difference betweenthe writing — 
in the letter and the ordinary hand, was said to be only a feint to — 
hide it, which made him the more guilty. He required the jary to | 
bring him in guilty : and said, that the king’s life and safety depended _ 
upon this trial. But « jury of merchants were not to be wroaght up _ 


to this pitch, “~ he was ett which mortified ‘the court not 
alittle” 

If Charles ul, had ion sania Dr, 
Burnet SAYS, “ He said once to myself, that he was no atheist, but. he 


could pot think God would make a man miserable only fortaking alitile — 


pleasure out of the way. 


home, one of his clerks received them, and reading the | 
letter directed to me, said he would deliver them to his 
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A young grandson of 
mine, Mr. William Hewling, about nineteen years of ae, 


who was at school in Holland, was one of them; entirely 


unknown to me or any of his relations. His eldest beo« 
ther, Mr. Benjamin Hewling, having conversed with persons 
who were much dissatisfied on account of Popery being 


encouraged, and liberty likely to be invaded, farnished him- 


self with arms and joined the said duke. In the first bat- 


Newgate, which to me was no small affliction, It being 
given out that the King would make only a few who had 
been taken examples, woeld the Rie 


Officers, to compound for their lives. I attempted, with 
_ my daughter, their mother, to treat with a great man, 


agreeing to give him three thousand pounds if he would 
obtain their deliverance. But the face of things was\soon 
altered, so that nothing but severity could be expected. 
missed the right door, for the lord chief justice 
[Jefferies ] finding that agreements were made with others, 
and so little attention paid to himself, was the more pro- 
voked to use all manner of cruelty to the poor prisoners; 80 
young | 
men uted. 


was considered by many to be the legitimate heir to the throne. 
They were only ¢ighty-two when the duke 


748. | | 
In Noble's History of the Protectoral House ot te 


given the fullowing account of the Messrs, Hewling. These two 
amiable, but unfortunate gentlemen, were the only sons of Mr, Benja- 


min Hewling, a Turkey merchant of good fortune, in London, who, 
happily for himself, ‘died before them. “After their father’s death, they 


were most carefully brought up by a tender mother, aud their maternal | 


grandfather, Mr. William Kiffin, who, though very much advanced in 


years; as well as his wite, ‘narvived thém both.’ The Hewilitigs tind 


Kiffins were protestant — and the ee 


| 
4 

H 

Zz 
| 
1 
| 
| | 


| 

| 
| 

| 


“|. THE LIFE OF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 
“At the trial of William Hewling, the lord chief justice 


Jefferies was pleased, in public court, to tell him, that his 
grandfather did as well deserve the death which he was 
likely to suffer, as himself. I mention this, that it might 
be seen what an eye they had upon me for so giteanaose: il 
Lord, who watched over me for good, had not prevented. | 
_ “ When all other means had failed, to obtain the mel 
of these young men, their sister, Hannah Hewling, who 
soon afterwards married Major Henry Cromwell, deter- — 
mined to present a petition to the King. For this purpose 
she was introduced by Lord Churchill, afterwards the _ 
celebrated Duke of Marlborough. While they waitedin =—=-_—> 
the anti-chamber for admittance, standing near the chimney 
piece, Lord Churchill assured her of his most hearty wishes 
|e of success to her petition: ‘ But, madam, (said he,) I dare. 
‘= | not flatter you with any such hopes, for that marble is as 
| we a capable of feeling compassion as the King’s heart.’ ” | 
Ls eel Their excellent grandfather, Mr. Kiffin, wrote the follow- 
| ing account of these youths.* He says, “ How graciously 
ag | _ the Lord shewed himself to them, both in their behaviour 
#@g | before their trial and at their deaths, the consideration 
Li | thereof to such as please to peruse it; I think it may be 
of use to leave it to you and to your children, and to such 
as may read the same, which is as followeth. | 
_ The gracious dealings of God manifested to some in 
dying hours have been of great advantage to those living | 
that have heard the same, giving them occasion thereby to 
_ reflect on their own state, and to look after the things of 
their peace before they be hid from their eyes; also a great — 
encouragement to strengthen the faith of those that have 
experienced the grace of God to them. Ea 


by parents especi- 
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© ‘This was published from Mr. Kia's In work 
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ally, to preberve to 


experiences such had wine God hath to 
himself. 

“ Here, there tree necount 
mirable appearances of God towards two young men: Mr. 
- Benjamin vee who died when he was about twenty- 
two years of age, and Mr. William Hewling, who died 
before he arrived to twenty years. They engaged with 
the Duke i Monmouth, as their own words were, for the 
English liberties, and the protestant religion, and forwhich 
Mr. William Hewling was executed at Lyme, the 12th of 


September, ; 1685; and Mr. Benjamin Hewling at Taunton, 


the 30th of the same month; and, however severe men 


were to them, yet the blessed dispensation of God to them 


was such, as hath made good his word, that out of the 
mouths of babes he hath ordained 


still the enemy and avenger. 
_ “ After the dispersing of the duke’s army they fed and 
put to sea, but were driven back again, and with the hazard 
of their lives got ashore (over dangerous rocks) where 
they saw the country filled with soldiers, and they being 

unwilling to fall into the hands of the rabble, and no way 
of defence or escape remaining to them, they surrendered 
themselves prisoners to a gentleman whose house was near 
the place where they landed at, and were from thence 
sent to Exeter gaol, the 12th of July, where remaining 
some time, | their behaviour was such, that (being visited 


by many) caused great respect towards them, even of those. 


that were enemies to the cause they engaged in, and being 
on the 27th of July put on board the Swan frigate, in or- 
der to their bringing up to London, their carriage was such 
as obtained great kindness from their commander, and all 
other officers in the ship ; and being brought into the river, 
Captain Richardson came and took them into custody, and 


carried them to Newgate, putting great irons upon them, 
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and, goodness of God to them in all their sufferings, in 
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and pal them apart toon each other, without giving liberty 5 
for the nearest relation to see them, notwithstanding all _ 
endeavours and entreaties used to obtain it, though in the 
presence of a keeper ; which though it did greatly increase 
the grief of relations, God, who wisely orders all things for 
good to those he intends grace and mercy to, made this 
very restraint and hard usage a blessed advantage to their 
souls, as may appear by their own words, when after great 
importunity and charge some of their near relations had leave 
to speak a few words to them before the keeper, to which 


_ they replied, They were contented with the will of God, 


whatever it should be. Having been in Newgate three 
weeks there was order given to carry them down into the __ 
west, in’order to their trial ; which being told them, they 

answered, They were glad of it; and as they went out of 
> ghalt several that beheld them, seeing them so cheer; 
ful, said, surely they had received their pardon, else > they . 


could never carry it with that courage and cheerfulness. 


Although this must be observed, that from first to last 


_ whatever hopes they received from friends, they still 


thought the contrary, never being much affected with the — 
hopes of it, nor cast down, nor the least discouraged, at 
the worst that man could do. In their journey to Dor- 
chester, the keepers that went with them have given this 


account of them, ‘ that their carriage was so grave, serious 
and Christian, that made them admire tosce and hear i 
they did, from such young men.’ 


“A near relation that went into the west to see the — 


issue of things, and to perform whatsoever should be ne- 
 Cessary for them, gives the following account ;—‘ At Salis- | 


bury, the 30th of August, | had the first opportunity of 


_ conversing with them. I found them in a very excellent 


composure of mind, declaring their experience of the grace : 


supporting and strengthening them, and providing for 
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them, turning the hearts of all in whose hands they had 
been, both at Exon and on shipboard, to shew pity and to 
favour them : although since they came to Newgate they 


were hardly used, and now in their journey loaded with 
_ heavy irons and more inhumanly dealt with. 


They with 
great cheerfulness professed, that they were better and in 
a more happy condition than ever in their lives, from the 
sense they had of the pardoning love of God in Jesus 
Christ to their souls, wholly referring themselves to their 
wise and gracious God to chuse for them life or death, ex- 
_ pressing themselves thus: ‘Any thing what pleaseth God, 
what he sees best, so be it. We know he is able todeliver, 
_ but if not, blessed be his name ; death is not terrible now, 
but desirable.’ Mr. Benjamin Hewling particularly added, 
___ © As for the world, there is nothing in it to make it worth 
while to live, except we may be serviceable to God therein. 
He afterwards said, ‘Oh! qT have 
found him so indeed 
next opportunity I had was at whither 
they were both carried, and remained together four days. 
By reason of their strait confinement, our conversation’ was 


much interrupted; but this appeared, that they had still the — 


_ same presence and support from God, no way discouraged 


at the approach of their trial, nor at the event of *' : amt | 


ever it should he. 
The 6th of September, Mr. Benjamin was 


ordered to Taunton to be tried there. Taking my leave 
of him, he said, ‘Oh! blessed be God for afflictions. 1 
would not have been without them for all this world’ 

“ I remained still at Dorchester to wait the issue of Mr. 
William Hewling, to whom, after trial; I had free access, 


calling him 
Holy Spirit 


2 


and whose discourse was much filled with admirings of the’ we 
grace of God which had been manifested towards him in _ 
out of his natural state He said, ‘ God by his 
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were secretly whispering in his heart, Seek ye my face; 


his own soul, shewing him the evil of sin. and the neces: 
sity of Christ, trom that tinie carrying him. on to « sensible’ 
adherence to Christ for justification and eternal life. Hence 
he found a spring of joy and sweetness beyond the com- 
forts of the whole earth. He also said, that he could not 


thought not of; giving him hope of eternal life, before be 


fully resign his life to God before he came, having sought 
guidance in it ; and that both now, the cause 


_ had suffered in it, or what he farther might suffer ; although 


_ God ‘were’ life'or death, he knew it would be best for him: 
© After he had received his sentence, when he returned 


to he said, ‘Methinks I my spiritual comforts. 


-emereasing ever since my sentence. ‘There is no condem- 


‘received news that he must die the next day, and in order — 


to it was to be carried to Lyme that day, I found him in a. 


thing te bé freed. from sin, and to be with:Christ! Oh, 


how grest were the! sufferings of Christ for me, beyond all; 


4 


but admire the wonderful goodness of God in so preparing 
him’ for what he was bringing him to, which then he 


called him’ to look death in the face, so that he did cheer- _ 


soul in and by all his sufferings; ‘and whatever the will of | 


og 
OSS 
\ 
| | 
he 
| 
2 
{ 
2 a 
i 
‘ 
3 
4 
| 
Ni 
a 
AEs 
‘ 3 
‘ 
i 


bless God that I am reconciled to it atall. Just as he was 


‘it will soon swallow up all-our here Pix 


& While he was, at dinner; just before his going — 


he dropped many abrupt expressions of his inward joy, #éich 
as these: ‘Oh, the grace-of God; the love of Chritt! Ob; 
that blessed supper of ‘the Lamb; ‘to befor ever with the 


ledgments for: all their kindness. advise them all to 
make sure of ‘ani interest onan for he is the only com- 


fort when wecome to die! 
on troubled at the 
mannet in: whieh they were'to die: whom!) replied, 


going to Lyme, he wrote these few lines to a friend, being 
hardly suffered to stay. 80 long—‘ I am going to launch into 
eternity, I hope and trust, into the arms of my blewed Re- 
deemer ; to whom I commit you, and all my dear relations. 
My ‘duty 40 soy end 


miltitades of people’ thei with great 
mentation, adiniritig his deportment at hie parting with his 


“sister. Passing on the road, his diseburse was exceedingly 


spiritual, taking oécasion from every’ thing’ to speak'of the 


-_gloty they "Looking at the country as 


passed, he said, ‘ This isa glorious ‘creation : : but what then’ 
is the paradisé of God 0 which we are going’! itt buts 
few hotits, and “shall be thete, aad Be-for-ever witly 
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“« At Lyme, just before they went to die, reading Joha 
xiv. 8, he said to one of his fellow sufferers, ‘Hereisa _ 
sweet promise for us: J will not leave you comfortless, 
will come wnto you. Christ will be with us to the last. — 
One taking leave of him, he said, Farewell, till we meet 
in heaven. Presently I shall be with Christ. Oh, I would 
not change condition with any one in this world ! I would 
not stay behind for ten thousand worlds!’ | 
_ To another, who asked him how he did, he said, _ 
well, blessed be God. And farther asking him whether 
he could look death in the face with comfort now it ap- 
proached so near, he said, ‘Yes, I bless God | can with | 
great comfort. God hath made this a good night to me: 
my comforts are much encreased since | left Dorchester.’ _ 
Then taking leave of him, one said, ‘Farewell, L shall see 
you no more.’ To which he replied, ‘ How, see me nomore? 
| Yes, I hope to meet you in glory.’ To another, who. was 
by him to the last, he said, ‘Pray remember my dear love 
to my brother and sister, and tell them I desire they would 
quickly meet in Zion above.’ 
“ Afterwards of an 
hour with the greatest fervency, exceedingly blessing God 
- for Jesus Christ, adoring the riches of his grace in him, in 
all the glorious fruits of it towards him, praying for the 
peace of the church of God and of these nations. in parti- 
cular ; all .with such | 
as convinced, astonished, and melted into pity the hearts 
of all present, even the most malicious adversaries, forcing 
tears and expressions from them ; some,saying, they knew 
not what, would become of them after death, but, it. was 
evident Ae was going, to great happiness; 
«Wher just departing out of the world, with. joyful 
countenance he,sajd, ‘Oh, wow my joy and comfort is that 
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have a Christ to'go to;? and 10 sweetly resigned his spirit 
to Christ, on the 12th of September, 1685. ea 
An officer who till shows as ‘to 
call the prisoners devils, when he was guarding them down, 
was now so convinced, that ‘he afterwards told a person of 
quality that he never was so affected as by his cheerful ca- 
riage and fervent prayer, such as he believed was never 
heard, especially from one so young, and said, * I believe, 
let him die” 
“ The sheriff saving given his body 
though it was brought from ‘the place of execution ‘with- 
out any notice given, ‘yet very many of ‘the town, to the 
number of two hundred, came to accompany him ; and se- 
veral young women, of the best in the'town, laid him in his 
grave, in Lyme church-yard, September 13, 1685. 
“After which, his sister wrote this following letter to 
her mother: ‘ Although I have nothing to acquaint my 
dear mother withal, bat what is most afflictive to sense, 
determination of God’s will and as to my 
nt apprehension concerning my brother Benjamin, 
who still remains ; yet there is such ‘an abundant ‘consola- 
| tion mixed in both, that I only wanted an opportunity to 
pay this duty ; God having wrought ‘so glorious a work on 
both their ‘souls, revealing Christ in them, ‘that death is 
‘become their friend. My brother William having ‘already 
with the greatest joy, declared to those that were ‘with him 
‘to the last, that ‘he would not change conditions with any 
‘that ‘were to remain in this world, and ‘he desired that his 
— relations would comfort themselves that he is gone to 
Christ. My brother Benjamin expects ‘not long to con- 
tinue in this world, and is quite willing to leave it when 
God shall call, being fufly satisfied that God will chuse 
what is best for him and for us all. By these things God 
_ doth greatly support me, and 1 ‘hope you also, my dear 
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mother, which was and is my brother’s great desire. There 
is still some room to pray for one; and God having so 
answered, though not in kind, we have 
still to wait on him. sp | 
i dutiful daughter. 


His sister thus 
“When I came to Taunton to Mr. Benjamin Sealing. 


he had received the news of his brother’s being gone to 
die with so much comfort and joy, and afterwards of the 
_ continued goodness of God in encreasing it to the end, ex- 


pressed himself to this effect—‘ We have no cause to fear 
death; if the presence of God be with us, there is no evil 
in it, the sting being taken away. It is nothing but our 
ignorance of the glory the saints pass into by death which — 
makes it appear dark to ourselves or our relations: if in 
Christ, what is this world, that we should desire an abode 
in it? It is all vain and unsatisfying, full of sin and 
also intimated his own cheerful expectations 


— soon to follow, discovering then and all along great se- 


riousness and sense of spiritual and eternal things, com- 
plaining of nothing in his present circumstances but want 


of a place of retirement to converse more uninterruptedly 


with God and his own soul; saying that his lonely time 


in Newgate was the sweetest in his whole life. He said, 


God had some time before struck his heart, when he 


thought of the hazard of his life, to some serious sense of 
‘his past life, and the great consequences of death and 


eternity, shewing him that they were the only happy per- 
sons that had secured their eternal state; the folly and 


~ madness of the ways of sin and his own thraldom therein, 


with his utter inability to deliver himself, also the neces- 


sity of Christ for salvation. He said it was not without 


terror and amazement Sor tiene the sight of anpardoned 
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sin, aiid eternity before him. But God sreaitertally 
opened to him the riches of free grace in Christ Jesus for 
poor sinners to flee to, enabling him to look alone toa — 
crucified Christ for salvation. He said this blessed work - 
was in some measure carried on upon his soul amidst all 
his business and hurries in the army, but never sprung — 
forth so fully and sweetly till -his close confinement in 
Newgate. There he saw Christ and all spiritual objects 
more clearly, and embraced them more strongly: there he 
- experienced the blessedness of a reconciled state, the ex- 
cellency of the ways of holiness, the delightfulness of 
communion with God, which remained with deep and 
apparent impressions on his own soul, which he frequently 
. expressed with admiration, of the grace of God towards 
him. ‘ Perhaps, my friends,’ said he, ‘may think this the 
saddest summer of my life; but, I bless God, it hath been 
the sweetest and happiest of it all; nay, there is nothing 
else that deserves the name of happiness. I haye in vain 
sought satisfaction from the things of this world, but I 
never found it. But now I have found rest for my soul in 
God alone. Oh, how great is our blindness by nature; till God 
opens our eyes we can see no excellency in spiritual things, 
but spend our precious time in pursuing shadows, and are 
deaf to all the invitations of grace and glorious offers of 
the gospel.. How just is God in depriving us of that we 
so much slighted and abused. Oh, his infinite patience — 
and goodness, that after all he should sanctify any methods 
to bring a poor sinner to himself! Oh, electing love, dis- 
tinguishing grace! What great cause have I to admire 
and adore it!—What an amazing consideration is the 
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suffering of Christ for sin to bring us to God! His suffer- 


_ ing from wicked men was exceeding great ; but alas, what 
was that to the dolours of his soul under the infinite wrath 


of God! | This mystery of grace and; love in‘ eupagn’ to 
swallow all eternity.’ 
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glory and my good; in which I bless God, I am fully 


74s THE LIFE oF WILLIAM KIFFIN. 


40 thisiown death, he would often say, 
reason to expect any other. ‘I know God is infinitely 
able to deliver, and am sure he will do it, if it be for his | 


satisfied. It is all my desire that he would choose for me, — 
and then I am sure it will be best, whatever it be. Fortraly — 
unless God have some work for me to do in the world for _ 
his service and glory, I see nothing else to make life desira- 
ble. In the present state of affairs, there is nothing to cast 
our eyes upon but sin, sorrow and misery; and were things 
ever so agreeable to our desires, it is but the world stilt, 
which will never be a resting place. Heaven is the only 
state of rest and happiness: there we shall be perfeetly 
free from sin and temptation, and 
terruption for ever.’ a 


“ Speaking of the er ee of their expedtations 
in the work they had undertaken, he said, ‘ With reference 


to the glory of God, the prosperity of the gospel, and the 


delivery of the people of God, we have great cause to 


lament it; but for that outward prosperity which would 


have accompanied it, it is of small moment in itself. As it 
would not satisfy, so neither could it be abiding; for, at 
longest, death would have put an end to it all.’ Also add- 
ing, ‘ Nay, perhaps we might have been so foolish as to be | 
taken with part of it, to the neglect of our eternal con-— 
cerns; and then, I | 
incomparably better.’ 

“ He frequently expressed concern dic 
of God, and affection to his people, saying, * 1f my death 


_ may advance God’s glory, and hasten the deliverance of | 


his people, it is enough. Saying, it was a great comfort — 


to him»to think of so great a privilege as that of having an 


interest in all their prayers. In his converse he particu- 


larly delighted in those persons in whom he saw most 
_ holiness shining ; also felt great pity to the souls of others, 
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saying that the remembrance of our former may 
well cause compassion towards others in that state. In 
his converse he prompted them to seriousness, telling them 
that death and eternity were such weighty concerns that 
they deserved the utmost attention of our minds; for the 
way to receive death cheerfully is to prepare for it se- 
_riously; and if God should please to spare our lives, surely 
we have the same reason to be serious, and spend: our re+ 
maining days in his fear and service. He also’ took great 
care that the worship of God which they were in @ capa- 
city of maintaining there, might be duly performed ; as 
reading, praying, and singing of neu in » which he evi- 
dently took great delight. - val | 
when there was ageneral report that no more should die, he 
said, ‘1 donot know what God hath done contrary to our 
expectations: if he doth prolong my life, I am sure itis all 
his own and by his grace I will wholly devote it to him,’ 
But on the 29th of September, about ten or eleven at night, 
we found the deceitfulness of this report, they being then — 
told that they must die the next morning, which was very 
unexpected as to the suddenness of it. But herein God 
glorified his power, grace, and faithfulness, in giving | 
suitable support and eomfort by his blessed presence, which 
appeared upon my coming to him at that time, and finding 
him greatly composed, He said, ‘though men design to 
present help'in trouble’ 
fulness and comfort: were much increaséd, waiting for the 
sheriff with the greatest sweetness and serenity of mind; 
saying ‘ Now the will of God is determined, to whom! have 
| referred it, and he-hath chosen most certainly what is best/ 
Afterwards, with a smiling countenance, he diseoursed of 
the glory of heaven, remarking on, with much delight, the 
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of the Revelations: And there shall be no more curse; 

but the throne of God and the Lamb shall be in it, and 

his servants shall serve him, and they shall see his face, — 
and his name shall be in their foreheads ; and there shall 
be no night there, and they shall need no candle, neither 
the light of the sun ; and they shall reign for ever and 

ever. Then he said, ‘Oh, what a happy state is this! _ 

Shall we be loth to go and enjoy this ? He then desired to — 
be read to him, 2 Cor. v. 1.—11. For we know that if 
our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens, &c. His hope and comfort still — 

increasing, with the assurance of an interest in that glorious 

inheritance, to the possession of which he was now going, _ 

he said, death was more desirable than life, and he had 

_ rather die than live any longer here. As to the manner 

of hisdeath, he said, ‘When I have considered others under __ 

these circumstances, I have thought it very dreadful; but 
_.. mow God hath called me to it, I bless him that I have 
_' quite other apprehensions of it. I can now cheerfully 
_-——s @mibrace it as an easy passage to glory; and though death 
separates from the enjoyment of each other here, it will 
be but for a very short time, and then we shall meet in 

such enjoyments as now we cannot conceive, and for ever 

_ rejoice in each other’s happiness.’ Then reading the scrip- 

_ fures, and musing with himself, he intimated the great 

_ comfort which God conveyed to his soul in it, saying, ‘Oh, 

what an invaluable ‘treasure is this blessed word of God ! 

all conditions is store of strong consolation” 

_ One desiring his bible, he said, ‘No: thisshall be mycom- 

_ panion to the last moment of my life.’ Thus praying 

_ together, reading, meditating, and conversing of heavenly ia 

_ things, they waited for the sheriff, who, when he came, _ 

of all. pity or civility, hurried them away, scarcely 
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suffering ithem to’ tale leave of 'thelt 


the joyfulness of his countenance was increased. Thus 


he left the prison, and thus he appeared in the sledge, 
where they sat about half an hour, before the officers 


could force the horses to draw; at which they were 


greatly enraged, there being no visible obstruction from > 


weight or way: At last the mayor and sheriff hailed them 
forwards themselves, Balaam like, driving the horses, 
“ When they came to the place of execution, which 


was surrounded with spectators; many that waited their 
coming, said, that when they saw him and them come 


with such cheerfulness and joy, and evidence of the pre’ 
sence of God with them, it made death appear with 


another aspect.—They first embraced each other with the 


greatest affection; then two of the elder persons praying 


audibly, they joined with great seriousness. Then he 
required leave of the sheriff to pray particularly; but he 


would not grant it, and only asked him, whether he would 
pray for the King. He answered, ‘I pray for all men.’ He 


then requested that they might sing a hymn. The sheriff 
told him it must be with a rope about their necks ; which 
they cheerfully accepted, and sung with such heavenly 


_ joy and sweetness that many who were present said, it both 


broke and rejoiced their hearts Thus in the experience 


of the delightfulness of praising God on earth, he wil-— 
lingly closed his eyes on a vain world, to pass to that 
eternal enjoyment, on September 30, 1685. he 


All present, of all sorts, were “exceedingly affected 
and amazed. Some officers, who had before insultingly 
said, Surely these persons have no thoughts of death, but 
will find themselves surprised by it, now acknowledged 


within, which carried them through with so much joy. 


standing this, and the doleful mourning of all about them) 


that they saw he and they had something extraordinary 
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that they would be glad to conditions with stains 
The soldiers in general, and all others, lamented exceed- _ 
ingly, saying, ‘ It was so sad a thing to see them so cut off — 
that they scarcely knew how to bear it.’ Some of the — 
most malicious in the place, from whom nothing but rail- _ 
img was expected, said, as they were carried to theirgrave _ 
in Taunton church, ‘ These persons have left sufficient 
evidence that they are now glorified spirits in heaven.’ A 
great officer, also, in the King’s army, has often been heard 
to say, ‘If you would learn to die, go to the young men of — 
Taunton.’—Much more was uttered by these good men, _ 
which showed the blessed frame of their hearts, to the _ 
glory of divine grace. But this is what occurs to me- 
mory. Mr. Benj. Hewling, about two hours before his 
death, wrote the following’ letter, which shewed his i. 
composure of mind. | 
_ Honoured Mother,—That news whieh you | 
have a great while feared, and we expected, I must now | | 
acquaint you with; that notwithstanding the hopes you __ 
_ gave in your two last letters, warrants are come down for __ 
my execution, and within these few hours I expect ittobe __ 
performed. Blessed be the Almighty God, who gives 
 eomfort and support in such a day! How ought we to” 
— _ magnify his holy name for all his mercies, that when we 
4 | were ranning on in a course of sin he should stop us in full ; 
career, and show us that Saviour whom wehad pierced, 
and out of his free grace enable us to look upon him’ with 


_ an eye of faith, believing him able to save to the uttermost 
such as come to him! Oh, admirable long saffering 
patienee of God; that when ‘we were dishonouring his 
| name, he did not take that time to bring honour to himself 


_ by our destruction! But he delighteth not in the death of 

| _ @ sinner, but had rather he should turn to him ‘and live: 
a and he hath many ways of bringing his own to himself. 
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some to be conformable to his 
 worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience — 
hope, which maketh not ashamed, I bless God that I am 
not ashamed of the cause for which I lay down my life: 


and as I have engaged in it, and fought for it, so now I 
am going to seal it with my blood. The Lord will still 


carry on the same cause which has been long on foot . 
and though we die in it and for it, I question not but, in 
his own good time, he will raise up other instruments, 
more worthy to carry it on to the glory of his name, and 
the advancement of his church and people. | Pt 

<a Honoured mother, I know there has been nothing left. 
undone by you or my friends for the saving of my life, for 


which I return many hearty acknowledgments to yourself — 


and to them all; and it is my dying request to you and 
_ them, to pardon all undatifalness and unkindness in every 

relation. Pray give my duty to my grandfather and grand- 

mother; service to my uncles and aunts; and my dear love 

to all my sisters ; to every relation and friend a particular 
i rebotnhabedidala: Pray ell them all how precious an in — 
terest in Christ is when ‘we come to die, and advise them 
never to rest in a Christless state. For if we are his, it is 
no matter what the world do to us: they can but kill the 
body, and blessed be God, for the soul is out of their 


reach. I question not but their malice wishes the damna- 


tion of that, as well as the destruction of the body, which 


has too evidently. by their pro- 
| 


mises. 
_ who has promised to be a Father to the fatherless, and a 
husband to the widow, and to supply the want of every 
relation. The Lord God of heaven be your comfort under 
these sorrows, and your refuge from those miseries which 
_ we may easily forsee coming upon poor England, and the 
poor distressed people of God in it, The Lord carry you 
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acquaintance of the Hewlings, he exer 


spirit’ ‘tind at last ‘bring you 'to himsetf*ih Bory’; "Where I 


question but You ‘will ‘meet your dying Son, wer 


‘Their excellent grandiather wrote the following account 
of these, youths... He Says, It, was. &, ‘Comfort | 
me, and still is,, to observe what testimony, they Jeft behind 
them of that blessed interest they had in the  shieieal 
and, hely,confidence of their eternal happiness.”* 

_»An,the, work of Noble before referred to, are some, addi- 
tional. circumstances, which, as they set the character of 
James, and his inexorable judge in a proper light, gre 
subjoined.... ‘<1t has been said,” observes Noble,..“in.gnost 
of.the,accounts which have been published,, hat lord chief 
justice Jefferies always, treated Hannah Hewling aceprd- 
ing ,to his usual custom, with the greatest brutality ; but 
this is not true: for Jefferies always treated her with, the 
greatest politeness and respect. This instance, however, 


_ Jefferies had a relation from whose fortune he had formed 


great expectations ; and as this. relation was an intimate 
d himself. very 

warmly with him on their behalf. He, repeated ly, pro- 
tested to the chief justice, ‘ that the continuance | of his 
friendship, together with every benefit he. might hope to 
result from it, depended entirely on his. using every endea- 
to save the Hewlings. This Jefferies Aeclared 
he did; but he always declared that,the. King .was inexo- 

hen, Jefferies was afterwards a prisoner i the, tow, 
he, complained to Dr.Seott, author of The,Chrsstian Life, 
and who visited him under his confinement, of his hard fate. 


does not, much .soften the horror of his general character. 
| 
— 
| The accotiit Was written seven years after their death. 
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was hhated:(said:he) -by the kingdom for 
in the west, and was ill received by the King’ for not having 
applied to for the Hewlings. Burnet says, ‘ the King took 
pleasure to relate the cruelties of Jefferies in the drawing- 
room to foreign ministers, and at his table called it Jefferies’ 
campaign.’ At the return of this infamous wretch, he cre- 
ated him a baron and peer of. England, as a reward for his 
faithful services. { 

Ror many reasons it, would be impeoper (addeMetle,) 


“to omit what Mr. Hewing Luson has said of these two 


young men. ‘The two unfortunate brothers, Benjaminand 
William Hewling, were the only males of their name, and 
of their family, which was in the highest esteem and popu- 
larity among the staunch whigs and dissenting protestants, 


_at that time so numerous and respectable in the city, Their 
_ parts were excellent, and their education was the best that 


could be given them; their morals were spotless, their 
piety exemplary ; their zeal against popery, the ardour of 
their courage in the field, and the manly meekness, and 
devout resignation of their deportment to the last, under 
their sufferings, concurred with their youth, the one twen- 
ty-one and the other not quite twenty, and the uncommon 
beauty and gracefulness of their persons, to place them 
the first in the list which was at that time called the Wee- 7 
tern Martyrology, and to render the severity of their fate 


i. most pitied of any who fell a sacrifice to the popish ven- 


much more unjust.”* | 

Benjamin Keach concerning them, who, from his intimate 
acquaintance with their grandfather, was well qualified 
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to deseribe: their characters. In. his: poem, entitled, 
tressed Zion Relieved, dedicated. to. King William and: 
Queen Mary, in 1689, be! ‘has this lamentation as the lan=" 


ot Now stop mine eyes, ‘for fear your floods should fai ate 


“Ana I’ want tears for all must bewail : 
yet T néed not doubt; springs T espy, 

fountains which will givea fresh supply’) 
Fottw6 young plants, who both sprang from one:stem, 3) 
|) Beloved of God, hope, as well as mene) bani 
. Dear Hewlinga, of what use might you have been, |...) 

If you taspare the Almighty good had.seen!, 
What cruel tyrants had we lately here, 
‘That two such tender branches would not spare? 

_ But when I think of grace that they had store, antag 

’ And with what patience they their sufferings bore, 
Tt gives such comfort T can weep no more, 1990 
‘Wiiat testimony did they leave behind, 
Of that sweet joy which they in fined? 
‘When wicked men all pitydiddeny, 
Saviour to compassion’s moved 
,, And doubtless they are placed in thathigh sphere 
_ Where the spirits of just men triumphant are.” 


There will be differences of opinion as to whethérvthe 


conduct of the Hewlings was to be: justified. upon Chris- 


tian and loyal principles. It is thought by the writer that — 
they engaged in a just cause, and that! their conduct was jus~ 
tified by snfiicient reasons; no greater stigma attathes to the 
adherents of the Duke of Monmouth than weald have at- 
tached to those of the Prince of Orange, had he been equalty 
unsuceessfal. The following desetiption of ‘men who 


"were engaged in this affair, is from a work written in the 
year 1681. “Itis well known that many good men of most ol 


perstasions, of the charch of England; Prestiytetiahs, 
Independents, and Baptists, were zealously concerned in 
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that victory is'no argument of the best vatse, nor men, 


nor a defeat hn argtiment of a bad cause, oF bad No 


better men in the world than'somé Who ‘fell in thé’ duke’s 


be ttle 


cause in the west; yet by the hands of one of the worst 
armies that ever was in the world,” To this it might be 
added, ‘that many, if not. all, who adhered. tothe Dukeof 
Monmouth, believed shim, te. be the legitimate sonof; the 
King, and therefore concluded, he-hada,morelegiti- 
mate tight: to: the: ‘throne: than the: Duke of York} the 
grand reasons, however, were’to preventy if possible;’ the 
restoration’ of _popery, and the establishment’ of Ming 
authority, A Writer of that petiod says, 


the Protestant interest i in Europe, | and ‘thet r own liberties 


Jo 


and, were ‘the. majn causes “why. many, yea most, 
sin, that, design... Lf, shese..were, in.no danger and 
had nof been violated, they were, rebels ;,if.the safety of 
them could have been expected iniany. other way)than by 
the sword, they were no better. Whether things/were in 
that condition at that ‘time, ‘God’ and ‘the ‘world mifst be 
judges ; if it were so, they hot'rébels "The papists 
and court sycophants designated them trattors, ‘but the 
Protestant and constitutional — called them mar 

In Milton’s “Sampson Agonistes,” the following lines are 
supposed /to.\albude! to:the-sufferings of some of the most 
eminent of the republicans, especially Sir Henry: Vane, 
after the Restoration ; they are not inapplicable to some of 
those who fell victims after Monmouth’s bs 


God pf our bothers. what is man! 
wild thew toward with hand » re Various, e107 
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Temperest thy providence this ee course, 
Not, evenly, as thou rul’st. 
The angelic orders, and inferior. creatures, mute, 
Irrational and brute: 
Nor do I name of men the common rout, : 
Grow up and perish as the Vibaais? fly, 
- Heads, without name, no more remembered ! 
But such as thou hast solemnly elected, _ 
gifts, and graces eminently, edorged, 
To some great work, thy glory, | 
seh And people’ s safety, which i in part they effect : 
‘Yet towards these, thus dignified, thou hoorge 


rrold Iete? A 


ont oi onw 


Kanidst thelr height! of noon, oenoqeiby 
thy countenance thy hand, 
> or highest favours past, of T 


Not only dost degrade them, or remit 4) 
To life obscured, which were a fair diemission, 
But. throw’st them lower than thou didst exalt them high ; 
_Unseemly fallen in human eye, 
“Too grievous for the trespass or omission; © 
leavest them to the hostile sword 
Of heathen and profane, their cartases | © 
"Po dogs and fowls a prey; or else captived;) 
Or to the unjust tribunal, under change of times 
loll condemnation of the —— multitude.” 


lt is worthy: swith 


Mr. Benjamin Hewling spoke that the “cause” in*which 
they. died, would be carried on by other intiruments- — 
was fulfilled: in a most singular,manner 
“years afterwards.’ "The aid 
his. companions manifested, even in death, in reg r to, the 
“which they had in vain:straggiet to! actomplish, 
“entitles them the designation of 
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fatal blow’ ‘was. at’ of 'Biigland ; 
when, in the year 1686, the judges, with ‘ore’ exception, 
_ agreed that the king was above the Jaws, and had a pign 

to dispense with all penal laws.on particular occasions ; : 
which: eecasions, he, himself, was, to, be 
The king, soon after, in April, 1687,; chose to, dispense 
with the penal laws against dissenters: some of the minis- 
ters in London were so ‘desirous of liberty to worship God, 
as to think it right they should’ accept’ the privilege on 
any terms: * but the great majority resolved, rather to 
suffer as nonconformists, than enjoy liberty at the ‘expence 
of the constitution, Of this latter description was Mr. 


Kiffin: who thus proceeds with his.narrative:— _. 


| 
* By an assemb of more than one Baptist churthés, after 
the Revolution, this matter was explained. ‘They say that no con- 


g¥eyation>of: any of their members to own an 
| laws and 


King James to dispense | with the 
being well satisfied that the Pe thereof by his sole prerogative 
he foundation of ‘the destruction of the Protestant religion 
| they acknowledge, some 
fe tests y 


removed, on account of the persecutl 
being deprived of ‘all their liberties, 
of, the. nations and with thy. 
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| was, a ‘great measure, ‘effected by “by ‘the’ king and his 
iat 


party; for thou h there appeared no dit culty in the | way 
of setting up popery, and that there would | be Hide ‘of no 
hindrance to that design ; yet means were used to pre ‘prevail 
upon the members of the House of Commons to promise, 
- upon the meeting of parliament, to take off the pat parliament 
test: only hindrance to Roman Catholics bein chosen 
to serye in parliament. 
« Therefore, a new project was set on foot, to ‘engage 
the Protestant Dissenters in that measure, ‘by. sivin, ‘the n 
the liberty of their meetings, and promising them equal — 
authority i the nation with others ; * but this was jt the 
tail of it, to engage them thereby to promote ‘the taki 
off the tests, and to strengthen the Popish. interest by 
setting the Protestant Dissenters against the Protestants of 


all, diligence took with several dissenters, but, ind 
they were but few, and, in general, of the meaner sor 
William Penn being, indeed, at the head of that 
I, indeed, thought it my duty, to do all in my power, | to 
prevent those dissenters, who were of my acquaintance, 
from having any hand therein ; but the sense they had of 
their former sufferings, and the hopes of finding, all things 
as was promised, could not prevaile” gu 

In this affair, Mr. Kiffin acted’ in’ the 

protestant, and constitutional Englishman. Whilst 
principles, asa dissenter, led him to wish that all persons 
might’'enjoy the greatest possible degree of religious 
deberty he. would do nothing that. would in any way lead 
to ‘the Roman Catholics being invested with polttical 
‘¥ and rather than help forward specious’ plan 


This refers to the of ‘Uberty of shed 
King without.consent of Parliament, April 4th, 1087.0 
have been removed, Mel | 


the church of England. This plot being carried on wi with et 
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for deuttoning the Protestant ascendaney in the, govern- 
ment, he would submit to be himself excluded, in,commen 
with all Protestant Dissenters, from foolmansettie, honours, 
and employments of the state. 

August 1687,, the king resolved. 40 the 
most of the cities; and began by disfran-_ 
chising the city of London. He not only changed the 
court of aldermen, but the government of most of the — 
companies of the city. It is to this event Mr. Kiffin al- | 
ludes in the following statement :— bad tad 

“Bu, in little ime after, a great iemptation atjgnded 
me, which .was, a commission from the king to be one of 
I used all the means 
I could ; to be excused by some lords near the king ; and, 
also, by Sir Nicholas Butler, and Mr. Pena, but all in 
vain. They said, that they knew I had ap interest that 
would serve the king, and although they knew my suf- 
ferings had been very great, by the cutting off ‘my two 
grandsons, : and losing their estates; yet it should be made — 
up to me, both as to their estates, and also, in what honour 


as 


7) 


tne anecdote in reference to this subject. He says, “*Mr, Kiffin was 
personally known both to Charles and James, and when the latter of 
these pringes, after having arbitrarily deprived the city of the old 
- charters, determined to put many of the dissenters into the magistracy ; 
under the rosé he sent for Kiffin to attend him at court. When he went 
commandment, he found mapy Jords 


‘hia 


gentlemen. The king immediately came up to him, and addressed 
with all the little grace he was master of. Hetatked of hits favour 
‘‘to'the dissenters in the court style of this season, and coficludid with 
telling, Kiffin that he had put bim down as 4 
charter, ‘Sire,’ replied Kiffin, ‘I ame very old map , and have 
_ Mithdrawn myself from afl kinds of business for some years past, and 
am le of doing any service In such an affair to your Majesty in 
the city. Besides, Sire’ ——the old man went on, fixing Wis 
fastly on the King, White the tears ran dowm his cheeks" thie death 
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brace. minute or two, however, he recovered himself 


diately turned about to a lord in waiting.”"—AMemoire of 
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thankithe.Lord those: proffers were no snare 
me, Being fully possessed in my judgmensithat the design 
vrnp:the fatal of the! Protestant-religion, whieh:Jhope 
eam say,was.and is dearer to me) 
mained; wi accepting the joffice,) from the itime,J 


Tesepved the summons to take it, above.six,weeks, until’ 


the lon mayor, Sir John Peake, in court said, Joughtto. 
be sent.to Newgate, and ina few days after, understood 
it) was intended to put me into the crown offine,apdito, 
proceed. with, all severity against me. .Whieh, wheal 
heard, went to the ablest counsel..for;adyice, (anethat 
is mow. a chief.judge in the nation,) statmg, my, case 
to, him, he, told, me, my danger was every, way grees, ifon if. 
I avcepted to. be an alderman, I ran the hazard.of, five, 
hundred... pounds, and if. did mot accept, as the, judgpa.. 
then..were; | might be fined by them ten, or,twenty,ior,. 
thirty thousand pounds, even what they pleased,., So,that, 
I thonght it better for me to run the lesser hazard pf, fiye 
handred pounds which was certain, than be exposed) 


sugh fines as might be the ruin of myself and family,, 
did, forbear taking the place of alderman for some,time,, 


when the aldermen then sitting agreed to invite the) king 
to.dinner on the lord mayor’s day, and, Jaid down fifty. 


pounds each alderman to defray the charge ; which, made 


some,of them the more earnest for, my,holding,,,and they 
were pleased to tell me I did forbear, to.excuse my fifty 
to prevent any such charge against me; 


of my gave a to my heart ‘which is sit breeding, 
and never will close but in thegrave.’. 
“* The King was deeply struck by the manner, the freedom, mod she 
pile 
ugh 


spirit of this puexpected rebuke. A ‘total silence ensued, 
galled eountenance of James seemed to shrink from the harela’ 


say; "Mr. shall balsam for that sore,” and 


vol. ii. p. ane 


ay 
§ 
‘ 
ia 
* 
‘ 
i 
4 
| 
| : 
‘ 


‘THE LIFE OF WILLIAM | 


desired a friend ‘to atquaint my lord-mayorand the edurt, 

that ‘I should:‘deposit:‘my fifty pounds with | yes" 
delaying: actepting::' the: offices, ‘which accordingly! sent’ 
them! When the-lotd-mayor’s day came; and theydinner | 
prepared fot the! King, I the next day understéod)/that’ 


there’ were “invited: the feast the Pope’s’nuncio;* and” 


severat-other priests ‘that dined with them, which, (had 
known they Had been invited I should hardly have parted 
with my fifty pounds towards that feast; ‘but"the 
court dey I to the court and took upon’ 


of alderman. the ‘commission I was ‘also anjisticd op! 


the peave’ and ore of the lieutenancy ; but 1 never'meddled 
with dither of those places,‘ neither'in any‘ act of power in: 
that’court, touching causes between man and man, but only | 
such: ‘things as concerned the ‘welfare of the city, and good 
ofthe orphans, whose distressed condition called for help; | 
although we were ‘able to do little towards it.’ We had 
freqdently orders from the king to send to the'severdl | 
companies? to put out great numbers of livery'men out of | 
the’ privilege of being livery men, and others to be put’in’ 
_ their rooms ; most of which that were so turned out were — 
Protestants of the church of England. There has'been’a~ 
list‘of seven hundred at a time to be discharged, although — 
no’etime laid’to théir charge; that all men might see to — 
 what'a deplotable ‘state this city was likely to be in, had 
not'the Lord’ by an eminent hand of providence prevented 
for hearing of the preparations making by the Prince’ of’ 
Orange, the several charters to the companies were again = 


of him, W He was | highly civil in his deportment ; put it did not ai 
he was aman of great depth, nor bad he the power to do much,, It was 
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Me. Kiffin. wan alderman. of the, Ward of Cheap. He | 
says ‘f:Although I was a stranger to,most in the ;ward, 
‘found more respect from them than could. have 
owas) discharged from it, to my very great satisfaction. 
reason for giving this brief account-of thesethiags,” 
he adds, “is, that you all may see how good,the,Lord 
hath been ‘to prevent those designs, then in 
stroy both ‘our religion and our liberties, and heartily 
desirethat both myself and all others .concerned,:may 
acknowledge the great goodness of God therein, that, be 
may: have the glory of all our delivering mercies.”’,.,;.. .. 
gratefullydid this holy man pour out his,soul. before 
for the astonishing deliverance brought, about bythe 
glorious revolution in 1688: an event towards which the 
and ‘his family,—to which might be added, and. the-blood 
and estates of his noble-minded grandsons, had greatly 
- wontributed. Seldom do we read such a deep tragedy in 
veal life as that of this excellent man, after the time that 
popish principles prevailed in the government; and seldom 
or never have we read of such firm and intrepid condact 
in ‘a man upwards of seventy years of age;\whom no 
danger could terrify, no honours allure, nor any bribes 


too, asa protestant dissenting minister, is worthy of the 
highest praise; as he did not suffer his admiration of the 
‘principles of dissent, the rights of private judgment, and 
the inalienable diberty of conscience, to wmflaence, hun to 
_ ‘encourage measures which would have destroyed the 
_ he owed no obligation, and for the principles of which he 
entertained no respect; but when he had to choose be- 

tween an established popieh or protestant prelacy, he 
well knew which to "prefer. A writing, published by 
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blind his eyes or corrupt his hands, ©. 
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the Baptists, it which bis isiArst 


signed, ¢ontains the! grand ‘sentiment, ‘that: 
conduct in’all religious and: political’ matters. beter 


our! professed sudgment, and we on all: oceasione shall 
meantfest thé ‘same; to venture our ALL for the Protes+ 


thé Gourt end Reign of ‘Charles printed indiondon, 


It is-very evident, from the steps Jamestook 


at that'tirtie; that'he expected very little’oppositionifrom 
the clergy ’of'‘the established church, whose: sermons;had 
so lotig’ Deen filled with the doctrines of passive obedience — 
He had no doubt but that ‘the’ prac- 
tive ‘of those’ strentous advocates for’ royal prerogative 
wottld’ éortespond with the lessons) they inculcated.\: ‘To 
his great’ disappointment a few of the bishops made a’noble 
stand in the cause of religion; but had not the dissentere 
forget their private enmities;' at the moment of danger 
and alarm: had they not formed @ generous: coalition 
on the the British conetite- 
shovking to reflect: that membets 


the of England in'the reigns of Charles. end 


James I.) should have ‘devised and sanctioned measures, 
by which: good’ subjects were hunted dowm like beasts 


bécause they objected to have: principl Bs 


forced upon the consciences’ which they could) not 
apptéve. perséns: should have had) thei) houses 
d deidw to odt 10} om od. 
OF bel of Jud jJosqes1 on 


od History; of, Baptists, 7b. like 806», meow! 
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without sufficient legal evidence, and ‘fet an 
_ alleged crime, which, since the Revolution, has been ac- 

counted the highest virtue. The encouragement given by __ 

the government to the established church to destroy the _ 

nonconformists, had certainly dissolved thé sovia? tohiphct, 
and wotild have justified the ‘resistance’ which “4H riitiks 


| 


if the latter was not so perfect as it ought’'to have béen, 


‘the REFORMATION, in tegatd 
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their country, atid some’ even ‘suffetéd ignominious 


death. It is astonishing that the high-minded English, 
as they have been called, should have manifested 


such apathy as to have suffered ‘the patriots Sidney and 
Russell to be murdered; as it is certain they were 


made to Jamés II., at'a much earlier period: 


“To give a perfect description of the joy and pratitudé — 


felt’ by the Protestant Dissenters for the’ “‘dsténishiig 
deliverance,” as Mr. Kiffin called it, experierited ‘by the 


nation, when the tyrant James was compelled toabjare 
the ‘crown and leave the kingdom, is impossiblé.''The 
act of settlement,” and “ bill of rights,” which 


new sovereigns, William and Mary, accepted as the’ basis 


rifled, their property confiscated, ‘their persons immured in 
noisome prisons, where many of them perished, while — 
others were convicted without trial, others driven from 


of constitutional law, were an ample security for the tights 


of the subject, both as to civil and religious liberty : arid 


in regard to dissenters from the established chtteh ipurtici- 


pating in the honours and employments of thé Staté, ifyét 


preserved them from persecution, and in the fall ‘éxércise 
of ‘the rights of conscience, both as ‘to the public profession 


and propagation of their peculiar sentiments. 'All*pérsétis — 


welt acquainted with the nation’s history, from thé time/dr 
to ‘those’ Calfed puritans, 
and dissénters, will with feet- 
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Ani turneth:the shadow of death into the morning.” 

as "ed ‘| noite Hlowe ont Asides: ls 


orl youesh ot b inated oct of ort 


liberty. which, Mr. Kiffin and his, brethren enjoyed 

afer, the Reyolution, improved for, the purposes, of 
settling the churches and. improying. the state of the de- 
not, however, the intention. of the 
writer, to narrate the particular circumstances referred. to, 
as; they. may, be found. at the. volume, of 
his History of the English Baptists... 
_ Mr. Kiffin and his congregation now assembled in the 
“meeting house,, near Devonshire Square, Bishopsgate 
Street... This. place had,,been built by them, and was 
opened, for public, worship on March 1, 1686-7; the writer 
‘who records. the circumstance observing, n when psalms" 
were sung there.” The practice of singing in, public 
worship,among),the Baptists, being then very novel, and 
was; but, just beginning to be attended to, and then, not 
without great,opposition ; tothe. reproach. of our. fore- 
fathers, the ix tion of, this delightful part of Chris- 
tian, worship led, to, divisions in some of the most respepta- 
ible. of, the London churches... 

88, generally assisted in his pearl of 
by.some,eminent minister, After the depth of Ma, Tho 
 Patient,in 1666, Mr. Daniel Dyke, M.A; was 
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‘Mes Dyke; filled that 
«station; having’ beon ordakied fri ai 
Phe oeonclading »part Mr. 
written én 1603;-which lo 
Having tasted of the goodness:of God; fevote 
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attendédome are 'not>to be/lookdd: upolisas upréducts 
sl (ai: some: cha ve dorie deliverancés 
help they would many « time have swallowed me 
they must prove to the’ praise(of ny. 
whom to stern ‘Rndeavout digas, 
which te of th salvotion. 
ewsry day expect toleave this:qworld, chaving dived 
inp? Songer ‘thin ‘empected beihgo new ip the 
seventy-seventh year of my ‘age, and yet lawwobtiwkes 
‘my ¢yes may see before my change.’ The world is fall of 
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many in religion waxessdold- 
shaking; undar feet there is no suse 

ot this saint, were not yot-ended.! 
In the ‘gong Harry Kiffip, who. bad reached: 
nemoved by-death; enditsia pion: 
John Catcher, bie: 


Mr. alin lived about after the ipefied: Aa: 
which:he: broaght this. There is. no, decount 


ligion, ocetitred in 1686), when: 
dNants; by: whieh 
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Kirrin, 
Eldest son of William Kiffin, of London, Merchant, 
(and an Anabaptist Preacher,*) 
Died in the Lord, August 31st, 1669, 


| Also, 
Lipps., 
Wife of Robert Liddel. 
And daughter of William Kiffin, 
Who fell asleep in the Lord, March 18, vital hae 


| And 
| Hawa, late Wife of William Kiffin, 
And Mother to the above named William and Priscilla, ; 
Who fell asleep in the Lord, the 6th of October, 1682, 
i: the 67th year of her age. 
And 
| Harry Kirin, 
- Son of the above said William Kiffin, 
Dec. 8, 1698, aged 


Also, 
late wife of John Chala 
Angust 15, 1698, aged 22,0 
| | 
Kirrin, the Elder, 
Of London, Merchant, 
Husband to the above said Hanna, 
And Father to the above said William, Harry, and Priscila, 
| Dee. 29, 1701, | 
In the O8th year of his age. 


| 


public documents which were published by the Baptists ; 


as we know he was of several prefaces to some of their 
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he has “been, called, mentioned at $4, Vas. 
November 15, 1644, and. printed. upon a very small. slip of 


‘paper, apparently hand bill... He ‘ printed and pub- 
_ lished for publicke,information,” in the year 1645, “A 
Briefe Remonstrance of the Reasons and Grounds of those — 


People called Anabaptists, for their Separation, &e.; or, 
certain Queries concernihg their faith and practice pro- 


pounded by Mrv "Robert Poole, answered and refuted by 


William Kiffin.” In the title page is this motto,’ “« Sanc- 
tify the Lord of hosts,” &c. &e. 1 Peter iii. 15. 
This Mr. Poole, (who, I suppose; was one of the Pres- 
byterian: ‘ministers,) had complained of Mr, Kiffin on 
account of his receiving his servants and children into his 
schismatical congregation. Mr. Kiffin in consequence 
addressed certain queries founded | upon the principles of 
the Baptists to Mr. Poole, who replied by proposing cer- 
tain others founded upon the principles of Pedobaptism 


and Presbyterianism. The answers to Kiffin 


make up the pamphlet. 

In 1654 there was published a nh entitled “A 
Discourse between Captain Kiffin and Dr. Chamberlaine 
about imposition of hands.” From this title it appears 
that Mr. Kiffin held the rank of captain. This was in the 
city militia, in which it should seem he was subsequently 
advaneed ‘to the rank of lieutenant-colonel. In 1659ya 


letter, printed on a folio size placard, was sent to the lord 


mayor, in the names of Lieutenant-Colonel Kiffin, Captain 
Gosfreight, Captain Hewling, and Lieutenant Somers; 
this related to their having been imprisoned, and their arms 
siezed, ‘by order of General Monk. It contains lists “of” 
the arnis found in their respective houses, and ifitimates™ 
that their! being Baptists was the only cause’of théif fll” 
usage. Captain‘ Hewling was, in all probability, his son- 
in-law, father of the excellent youths, the tragicaltale of 


mes has been narrated : of the others mentioned | 
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I have no account ; but it appears from some expressions: 
denpmination. | 
Inthe year 1681 he published a entitled 
‘A sober Discourse of Right to Church~-Communion : 
wherein .is proved by Scripture, the example of the 
Primitive Times, and the practice of all that have prac- 
tised the Christian Religion: that no unbaptized person — 
may be regularly admitted to the Lord’s Supper.” In _ 
the title page he calls himself a “ lover of truth and 
peace.” The following extract is given, both as a spe- 
cimen of his style and of the temper in which this con- 
tro work was written. ‘I have a witness in my 
| conscience, so I doubt not but I have the same ‘also 
with those that know me, that I have made ita great 
part of my duty, as I have had opportunity, to persuade 
all Christians to love and peace, to avoid judging and | 
reproaching each other under their different persuasions, — 
to turn their heats and passions, which hath greatly — 
- abounded in our days, one against another, into prayer and 
supplication for one another, that although they differin 
their light, it might not make any breach in their love. — 
He that knows most of the mind of God knows butin 
part, for who art thou another 
This work, | was an answer to Mr. Bunyan'’s 
treatise upon open communion, entitled ‘‘ Peaceable Prin- 
ciples and True.” Mr. Kiffin thought that baptism was a 
scriptural term of communion in the church. Mr. 
Bunyan considered that a person being a visible saint was 
all that was necessary, and all that should be required by 
any ‘churel: as the pre-requisite for communion. This 
subject has been a matter of controversy among the Bap- | 
tists in. England from that time, and still there are found 
_ ministers of equal piety and, perhaps, equal talents for 
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controversial acumen, advocating cach side of the question. 
‘tis probable that the disputants will never be broughtito 
any agreement upon the subject; and, therefore, it:would 
be well, adopting an expression of a distinguished states- 
man upon another subject, If we cannot eye, 
let us strive to meet heart to heart,” 

In his theological opinions Mr, 
ing,” a8 it is expressed in the Confession'ef*Paith 
adopted. hy the Baptist General Assembly in/1080, the 
doctrines of personal ¢lection and final porseverance:” 
These principles were prominent also in the Confessioniof 
1644, (which, it is probable, as his name was -first. signed 
to it, was drawa up by himself.) The twenty-fifth article 
respecting the manner of preaching the’ gospel to the 
unconverted is thus expressed: “The preaching of «the 
gospel for the conversion of sinners, is absolutely'free; no 
Way reqpiring, as absolutely necessary, any qualifications, 
preparations, or terrors of the law, or preceding ministry of 
the law, but only and alone [encouraging } the makedsoul, 
a nianee, and ungodly, to receive Christ crucified,dead and 
buried, and risen again: who is made a Prince and a Saviour 
for such sinners as, through the gospel, shall be brought 
"to belieye in him.” Again, speaking of believers, theysay, 
article twenty-eighth, “Those that have union with Christ 
are justified from alltheir sins bythe blood of Christ, 
which justification is a gracious and full acquittance of a 
guilty sinner from all sin by God, through the satisfaction 
that Christ hath made by his death for all their sins, and 
this applied (in the manifestation of it,) through faith.” 
It is very rem ble that the sentiments which were _ 
published in earliest confessions by the Particular or 
Calvinistic Baptists, and which were repeated/in'the Gon- 
fession adopted by the General Assembly of more thanone 
hundred churches, held in London in 1689, have been the 
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of thate history. To the great and fun- 
damental doctrine of the Trinity, and other correspon- — 
dent doctrines they have invariably adhered; and the — 
distinguishing doctrines of CaLvin, usually denominated 
the five pownts, they have as constantly avowed. It 
is likely there has been in some ministers and churches, at 
different times, a leaning towards the Arminian, or to- 
wards the Antinomtan systems of doctrines; but, in general, 
they have believed and taught that “the grace of God, | 
which bringeth salvation, teacheth us that denying ungod- 
linesa and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and godly 
in this world:”—and that “they who have belioned in 
God, should be careful to maintain good wor aie 

 Dhave thus stated every thing, to the best of my. infor- 
mation, relating to a man of whom the Baptist denomina= _ 
tion need not be ashamed as its principal founder and most | 
perfect exemplar in regard to the accuracy and consistency 
of his principles, the catholicism of his spirit, and the emi- 
nency of his character. Of him it might be truly said, in 
relation both to his life and death, that “he was great — 
among” the Protestant Dissenters, and especially among _ 

the Baptists; “‘and accepted of the multitude of his 
brethren, seeking the wealth of his 
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No. I. 


MRS. CROMWELL. 


SomE have been given. of Hannah 
Hewling, who attended her unfortunate brothers till their 
melancholy death. She afterwards became the wife of 
Major Richard Cromwell, the grandson of the Protector 
Oliver, by Henry, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. Noble’s 


account of her is curious, but evidently written under the 
influence of strong prejudice against a dissenter—‘ The 


misfortunes her family,” he says, “ experienced from the 
"severity of James II. and the fanaticism of her religious 
tenets, set her mind against the established form, and led 
her into some unwarrantable warmths, She, instead of 
copying the example of her husband’s moderation, set her- 
self openly against the establishment, turned out the 
a clergyman that had been long resident i in the family, and 


entertained, in his stead, a Baptist minister, Not content 


with this, she endeavoured to gain proselytes to her 
opinions ; all which led Mr. Cromwell into such pecuniary 
inconveniences, as obliged him, soon after their marriage, 
to part with the Abbey of Spinney, It does not appear, 


however, that she brought over her bashers to oper the 


established 


q 


* Noble’s Memoirs, vol. i. page 
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On this caricature statment the late Mr. Orme remarks: 
“ All this has been said of many as well as of Mrs. Crom- — 
well, and in most instances, with very little truth. It 
does not appear clearly how the lady’ s conduct could ruin 
her husband’s estate. She was a kind sister ; she appears 
to have been a sensible woman; and from an original 
letter of her’s, now before me, she seems to have been a 
good mother and an obedient wife. As it shews a little 
of the religious character of the writer, and also informs 
us of the very humbleemployment of the Lord Protector of | 

_ England’s grandson, I shall quote part of it for the reader’s | 
amusement. It is addressed to her sisters; and appears — 
to have been written when she was recovering from an — 
attack of ague. Her child also had been ill, and was under 
the care of his aunts. 


+ London, March 19, 1689. 
viving to me. It was beyond ‘my expectation to hear of 
the so sudden removal of his distemper. My great work 
now is thankfulness; which is indeed too great for an evil 
heart, without the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Let us_ 
_ pray for it, foreach other. I should be the more thankful, _ 
from my present feelings, for what he did. I find myself _ 
very weak ; andcan but admire how God has continued his 
(the child’s) strength so much through it. I have had 
five fits, which held me much about the length his did. I 
greatly long to see my dear lamb ; but cannot be willing 
to venture him yet such a journey: and I am sensible the 
loss of your kind and pleasant company wal be gene 
mournful to him. | 
have little news to send. The parliament are 
the attainder of my Lord Russell: so I hope they will 
soon proceed to the rest. There are many regiments 
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roliot of pour which is in 
great distress. I suppose you heard that my aunt Kiffin 
_ is very dangerously ill at Enfield. My brother Frank has 
an office in a regiment for Ireland, if he will be 80 wise as 

“<1 haye simile my § scroll very but must yet add, 
that it is Mr, Cromwell’s order, that Betty Gally go to 
market with the butter, and John no more, except at 
washings.,_ He would have Harry go to Cambridge and 
inquire the price of hay, and send him word ; and whether 
there are any who are willing to buy all he can spare, and 
pay ready money. He would also know in what forward- 
ness all his business i is. I am forced to trouble you with 
_ these’ things, which I hope you will excusé, from your 
obliged and affectionate sister, fil HA. CROMWELL. 


“ For Mrs. Rebekah Hewling, at Henry 
Cromwell’s, Esq. dl ‘near 


Newmarket.” | | 


Cromwell died in 1711. Mra. 
Cromwell died i in 1731. They had & family of teh -chil- 
dren, several of whom survived them. Oliver Cromwell, 
Esq. lately deceased, and who published the valuable 
‘Memoirs of the 
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sister above mentioned, written from Holland, before they 


are real, and still continue the same, than your saying they 


to render suitable acknowledgments to these several obli- 


No. 
BENJAMIN AND WILLIAM HEWLING. 


iA every thing respecting Messrs. Benjamin and William 
Hewling will, I doubt not, prove interesting, 1 sabjoin, 
though not quite in the proper place, two letters to their 


came over with the Duke of Monmouth. For these 1: am 
indebted to the notes affixed to Rey. | -Orme’s 


« Drar Sist ER, 

«| have waited with impatience, for this opportunity ot 
conveying you my thanks for your kind letter, and for t 
variety of news it was freighted with: your joy for “my 
safe arrival, and sorrow for my absence, testify. no more 
than what I always conceived of my sister’s love, having 
before received so strong proofs of her affection to me. 
There needs no other arguments to convince me that they 


are so; and I am assured you entertain as kind thoughts 
of my love to you, and the sincerity of it, and without any 


ru will think me, as I am in reality, — 


affectionate brother, fe 


Tufphaes: 18th March, 1685. 
«DEAR SISTER, 

“«] have received your’s of the 10th instant, iis a 
fresh tokens of the constant affection of my dear sister, and — 
her ardent zeal for the well-being of her poor unworthy 
brother. For,dear, dear sister, I shall never be ina capacity 
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Jesus Christ, of the fulness of his satisfaction for’sin, that 
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gations my on me. I find, by your kind belle your joy 


those few convictions that God, in his infinite 


hath been leased. to work on ‘my soul; for, dear sister, I 

cannot bu i esteem it an infinite mercy, and a miracle of 
love, that God should put the least stop to my career in 
sin, when I have gone on without bounds, and have sinned 


SO dissolutely against such light, and against such calls 


former convictions that I have had. Others; 


dantly better than 1, have been cut off, and sent to their 
place, whil Tam yet spared. This is @ mercy never to. 
be esteemed of enough. I bless God I have found,. since 
these convi tions, that He hath been pleased to give me 
more backwardness to sin, and a little more love to holiness: 
but on the other side, I find myself very hard, and dead, 
and proud, and too apt to relish the things of this world ; 


and I find the devil very busy to turn me out of the way, 


all manner of evil thoughts into my heart, which 

rt ind ready to take with the least temptation. 
er Ido desire you, and also all my friends, to 
d, that he would, in his infinite merey, sub- 
rd and proud heart ; that he would regulate 
my affections, and enlighten my blind understanding ; . 
that he would, by his Holy Spirit, convince me, first of 
sin, that i may see it as it is, really vile and destructive, 
and the greatest enemy to mankind; that I may see it so 
as to loathe, and detest, and hate it; that I may see it so 


7 as to repent of it, and that with repentance never to be 


repented of ‘and then that he would convince me of righ- 
sof the fulness of the righteousness of the Lord 


I may be so. convinced of it as to go out of myself to it— 
that I may esteem all things as dross and dung compared ~ 
with it—th it I may take up the yoke of the Lord Jesus, 


and be at e and faithful servant to him—that I may follow 
him fully, n er back, but be pressing 
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forweed to the mark of the high calling, knowing that | my 
labour shall not bein vain. Dear sister, finding my heartso 
dull,so hard, and so little inclinable to these things, I cannot 
but renew my entreaty, that my friends would pray to God — 
for me, if He, who is the great changer of hearts, who hath - 


the words of eternal life, would work this great and 
glorious change in me,—that where he hath begun a gqod 


work he would perfect it,—that I may live.as a monu- 
ment of his infinite mercy, and that I may ever bless and 
eee 


Pray to mother, ‘with lows to orb 
sisters, duty to grandfather, service to uncles and aunts, 
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EXTRACTS CONCERNING MR. KIFFIN, My 


THE, MINUTES, OF THE WARD OF. CHEAP.* 


stated, that Mr: Kiffin: was one-of the 
aldermen who were ra enn by King James II. when ‘he 
disfranchised the city. The other four were introduced 


to’ the court by the lord chancellor Jefferies, on- the27th 


of June, 1687. These were “Sir: Jeremy Sambrooke, 
Mr. John Litton, Mr, John Page, and Mr. Robert Boding- 
ton, instead of Sir Matthias Vincent, deceased, Sir Benja- 
min Newland, Peter Parrevacin, Esq. and Sir Thomas 


Majesty from the said 
The manner in which Mr. wes. 


office, as ¢ is peculiar to 
his case. | Peis 


“ Oct er 27, 1687 —Peake, maior, Shorter, maior elect, 
Daniel, ‘Gostling , Kinsey, Thomson, Bawdon, Edwin, 
Kiffen, Majesen, , Ashurst, Gardiner, Eyles, Underhill, 
Rodbard, Berry, Page, Bristow, St. 
Parsons, sheriffs. 
_ This day Wm. Kitfen, Esq. by his Majesty 
alderman of the Ward of Cheap, did make his appearance 
before this court, and was here sworne (by virtue of his 


Majesty’s writ of dedimus protestat,) directed to this court, 


for the due’ execution of the said place.” hey 
I copy a ew of the proceedings of the cour which took 
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obtained access to these minutes, with 
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Movember 8, 1687.—A precept prepared for prevent- 
ing prophanation of the Lord’s-day, and other disorderly — 
‘practices within this city. And an abstract annexed made © 
by direction of the acts of parliament against the same, — 
were here read and approved of, and ordered to be printed — 
and delivered to the several aldermen for the manera enn 
the said laws in execution.” lid ila 
On the 8ist of January, 1687-8 This court doth 
dersire Mr. Alderman Kiffin and Mr. Alderman Chamber-— 


laine tc sit upon the green Fe- 


_bruary next ensuing.” 
On the 15th of March, 1688.—“ This court being 
informed that the Royall Exchange below stairs used to be 
‘a good accommodation for poor French Protestants, who on — 
the Lord’s daies resorted thither from their church in the © 
morning and there were wont to continue until chtrch — 
time in the afternoon. It is ordered by this court, that for , 
convenience of the said poore persons, the rates of the , 
Royall Exchange shall be opened on every Lord’s-day for — 
the future, untill further order of this court, at eleven — 
of the clock before noon, and continue =“ untill two, 
and then be shut up again.” | 
On the 27th of September, 1688 :—*“ This aly Richard 
Littleton, a yeoman of the Poultry Compter, for his great 
misbehaviour, and uttering most abusive and reviling ex- | 
pressions of the right reverend father in God, the Lord — 
Bishop of Gloucester, is by this court suspended from his — 
_ said -place, and the execution and profits thereof, until — 
upon his humble application and submission to be made to 
his lordship, his lordship shall be pleased to signify to this 
court that he hath fully remitted the said offence.” | 
‘Mr. Kiffin appears to have generally attended the meet- _ 


. Lest not been able to ascertain 1 the meaning of this phrase | |. 
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last timo be did 20 was: on the 
this interregnum of the city’s liberties. A new 


Ind Special Court, held 6th 1688 
This day the Rt. Hon, the lord high chancellor Eng- 
land, brought down to this court two severall instraments 
or grants under the great seale of England, for restoring 
the citie’s ancient franchises and liberties. It was voted, 
_ that the h ble thanks of this court be returned to his 


_ Majesty, for his grace and favour in the said grant and 


‘Pestitution, &e.” It was also Ordered, that wardmotes 
should be held, as soon as possible, for supplying the va- 


cancies in the several wards now wanting aldermen.” 
On, the 21st of October, Sir Humphrey Edwin was 
chosen, alderman of the Ward of Cheap, in the room of 


Mr, Kiffin, This gentleman afterwards served the office of 

lord. mayor, and gave great offence to the high church 

party by carrying the mn mace to a — meeting 

house. 
| FINIS. 
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: 1 PUBLISHED BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 


ISTORY OF THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS, 


ot Pt ie itean be traced, till the Year 1820. 
In4 vols. Gre. 


THE 


ip: LIFE OF BUNYAN, 
ieee. | 


THE PILGRIMS PROGRESS, 


Historical and Wood Engravings, 12mo, 


There is also a Stereotype Edition, in Octavo, sold in Numbers. Pee || 
the Tarp Part, and to which the Editor’s name is 


the a 
affixed, he is not responsible. 
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| Weed Engravings, 12mo. | 
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